
LANDMARKS
HISTORIC

August  2017     $3.50

OF ADVENTISM

The closer you come to Jesus, the more 
faulty you will appear in your own eyes; 
for your vision will be clearer, and your 
imperfections will be seen in broad and 
distinct contrast to His perfect nature.

Ellen G. White
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E d i t o r ’ s  L e t t e r

John J. Grosboll

Patmos

“John had a message for the people 
in his day. But they became tired of 

hearing of Jesus, and of the character 
which, in order to be saved, they must 
perfect through Him, so they tried to 
kill the faithful messenger. This plan 
being thwarted, they banished him 
to the lonely, rocky island of Patmos. 
They thought that by separating him 
from his fellow men, they would 
silence his testimony, and that he 
would live out the remainder of his 
life in mournful solitude. But God 
was with the lonely exile, and opened 
to his view the glories of heaven, and 
the things that ‘must shortly come to 
pass’ (Revelation 1:1).” The Review 
and Herald, January 19, 1905.

“Patmos was made resplendent 
with the glory of a risen Saviour.” 
The Youth’s Instructor, April 5, 1900.

“It was the Source of all mercy 
and pardon, peace and grace, the 

self-existent, eternal, unchangeable 
One, who visited His exiled servant 
on the isle that is called Patmos.” 
“Ellen G. White Comments,” The 
Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commen-
tary, vol. 7, 955.

“And on that lonely isle he re-
ceived more communications from 
heaven than he had received during 
the rest of his lifetime.” The Review 
and Herald, July 26, 1906.

When we study John’s prophecy 
in the book of Revelation, we find 
that we are living in the time of the 
judging of the people—in the time 
of the last church (“Laodicea” means 
judging of the people). 

We are warned that the entire 
world will be given over to lawless-
ness and false worship, except for a 
small remnant of the world’s popu-
lation. This remnant will be keep-
ing the commandments of God 

and will have the same faith or re-
ligion that Jesus had. Then Revela-
tion tells us that, as the end of the 
world draws near, the entire world 
will be enraged and at war with 
this small remnant and attempt to 
blot them from existence. We are 
assured that God will respond to 
this universal persecution of His 
people by sending on this world 
seven final plagues which will cul-
minate in the end the world as we 
know it and the second coming of 
Jesus which will bring everlasting 
life to the righteous and everlasting 
death to the lawless.

We will all at the end be found 
on one side or the other. The 
wicked will claim to be righteous 
and God’s children, but the ques-
tion is, does your life, does my 
life prove that my profession is 
true or false?
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Cross

By John J. Grosboll

What Is a Harlot Church?

Weigh Enough?

Wroxxxxxx

A study of the cross of Jesus teaches many things. In the 

following study, we will consider just seven of the things 

that the diligent student can learn. These are not in any order 

of importance, either ascending or descending. 

Understanding
Chxxx 
Pexxx

Cross
Understanding

the
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There is so much lawlessness in the world today 
because the people of this world do not understand 
the meaning of the cross. 

1  The exalted character of the Law 
of God. 

The Bible says, “For Christ also 
suffered once for sins, the just for the 
unjust, that He might bring us to God, 
being put to death in the flesh but 
made alive by the Spirit” (1 Peter 3:18).

There is so much lawlessness in the 
world today because the people of this 
world do not understand the meaning 
of the cross. 

Ellen White wrote, “Jesus suf-
fered the severest temptation, and 
finally died upon Calvary’s cross, thus 
demonstrating to the human fam-
ily that the law of God is immutable, 
[unchangeable] not one jot or one 
tittle can be changed; but Satan has 
deceived the Christian world with the 
story that Christ died to abolish the 
law. It was the cross of Calvary that 
exalted the law of God and made it 
honorable, and showed its immutable 
character, and thus it is demonstrated 
before all the worlds God has created, 
and before the heavenly angels, that 
the law is changeless. If God could 
have changed one iota of His law, Jesus 
need not have come to our world and 
died. But our Saviour, who was equal 
with God Himself, came into our 
world and suffered the death upon the 
cross, to give man another probation.” 
The Review and Herald, June 10, 1890.

Although sin caused separation 
from God. “Christ died for our sins” 
(1 Corinthians 15:3) so that you and 
I would not have to pay the price 
ourselves. 

Again, regarding the atoning 
sacrifice and what it accomplishes, 
“It testifies to the world, to angels, 
and to men, the immutability of 
the divine law. The death of God’s 
only begotten Son upon the cross in 
the sinner’s behalf is the unanswer-
able argument as to the changeless 
character of the law of Jehovah.” The 
Review and Herald, May 23, 1899.

Another statement says, “The need 
for the service of sacrifices and offer-
ings ceased when type met anti-type 
in the death of Christ. In Him the 
shadow reached the substance. The 
Lamb of God was a complete and 
perfect offering. Types and shadows, 
offerings and sacrifices, had no virtue 
after Christ’s death on the cross; but 
God’s law was not crucified with the 
Saviour. Had it been, Satan would 
have gained all that he attempted to 
gain in heaven. For this attempt he 

was expelled from the heavenly courts, 
and today he is deceiving human be-
ings in regard to the law of God. But 
this law will maintain its exalted char-
acter as long as the throne of Jehovah 
endures.” Ibid., October 10, 1899. 

The cross shows that neither God’s 
law nor the penalty for breaking it 
could be changed. In mercy for lost 
sinners, Jesus stepped in and paid that 
penalty for all who would accept Him 
as Lord. Those who refuse the gift of 
salvation and are lost will pay the pen-
alty for their own sins and experience 
the separation from the Father, which 
is the second death that Jesus tasted 
when He suffered and died alone on 
the cross of Calvary. 

2  The character of sin. 
“Christ bore our sins in His own 

body on the tree. … What must sin 
be, if no finite being could make 
atonement? What must its curse be 

if Deity alone could exhaust it?” Our 
High Calling, 44.

That only One who was equal with 
the Father could make atonement for 
sin should help us to realize how ter-
rible sin is and give us an overwhelm-
ing desire to have nothing to do with 
it. However, society has become so 
decrepit today that we barely compre-
hend the magnitude of sin. 

“The cross of Christ testifies to 
every man that the penalty of sin is 
death. … Oh, must there be some 

strong bewitching power which 
holds the moral senses, steeling them 
against the impressions of the Spirit of 
God? I entreat of you, as Christ’s am-
bassador, … to be diligent in securing 
the grace of God. You need it every 
day, that you make no mistake in your 
life. …” Ibid., 44.

In another statement, it says: “He 
bore the sin of the world, endured 
the penalty, yielded up His life as a 
sacrifice, that man should not eter-
nally die. Contrast His suffering and 
humiliation with the riches of His 
glory, with the wealth of praise pour-
ing forth from immortal tongues, with 
the anthems of adoration, with the 
homage of millions of holy angels in 
the heights of the sanctuary, and seek 
to comprehend what manner of love 
inspired the heart of Jesus.” The Signs 
of the Times, February 27, 1893.       

In that same article she wrote, 
“How much has God loved the race 
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It was the cross of Calvary that exalted the law 
of God and made it honorable, but Satan has 
deceived the Christian world with the story that 
Christ died to abolish the law.

of men?—Look to Calvary. As you 
behold Jesus upon the cross, does not 
the heinous character of sin appear? It 
was sin that caused the death of God’s 
dear Son, and sin is the transgression 
of the law.” Ibid.

Jesus did not die from being scourged 
and nailed to a cross. He died because of 
the weight of your sins and my sins that 
were placed on Him. All past, present, 
and future sins were placed on God’s 
dear Son, so that He could pay the ran-
som so that you and I would not have to 
die. (See Isaiah 53:10.) 

It was our sins that killed Jesus 
on the cross. It was not the nails. It 
was not the Roman spear, for He was 
already dead when the soldier pierced 
His side, causing blood and water to 
pour forth. 

Crucifixion was a cruel death, with 
many lingering up to even four days, 
but Jesus died within six hours, crushed 
by the weight of this world’s sin and 
His separation from His Father. 

3  The union of justice and mercy.
God is both just and merciful. This 

fact the devil has challenged, claiming 
to all creation that God cannot be both 
just and merciful at the same time. 

Ellen White said that challenge 
baffled the whole universe. “This 
problem, How could God be just and 
yet the justifier of sinners? baffled all 
finite intelligence.” The Youth’s Instruc-

tor, August 31, 1887. There was no 
intelligence in the universe that could 
answer that question. 

At the cross the challenge was 
answered. In mercy, the penalty for 
sin was paid. Justice had been met. In 
mercy, the sinner can be forgiven, for 
the penalty was paid. Forgiveness is 
offered freely to all who believe and 
accept the Lifegiver.

Paul said that Christ came into the 
world to forgive sinners, of whom he 
believed he was chief. No matter what 
sin you have committed, God can for-
give you, for He is proven to be both 
just and merciful.

“It had been Satan’s purpose to 
divorce mercy from truth and justice. 
He sought to prove that the righ-
teousness of God’s law is an enemy to 

peace. But Christ shows that in God’s 
plan they are indissolubly joined 
together; the one cannot exist without 
the other. ‘Mercy and truth are met 
together; righteousness and peace have 
kissed each other’ (Psalm 85:10 KJV). 

“By His life and His death, Christ 
proved that God’s justice did not 
destroy His mercy, but that sin could 
be forgiven, and that the law is righ-
teous, and can be perfectly obeyed. 
Satan’s charges were refuted. God 
had given man unmistakable evi-
dence of His love. 

“Another deception was now to be 
brought forward. Satan declared that 

mercy destroyed justice, …” The Desire 
of Ages, 762.  

Today, the devil’s challenge has 
changed. Where he once claimed that 
God could not forgive the sinner and 
be just, he now claims God’s mercy 
destroys justice. The Christian world 
today believes that God is so merciful 
that He will save them in their sins. 

“Another deception was now to be 
brought forward. Satan declared that 
mercy destroyed justice, that the death 
of Christ abrogated the Father’s Law. 
Had it been possible for the law to be 
changed or abrogated, then Christ 
need not have died. But to abrogate 
the law would be to immortalize 
transgression, and to place the world 
under Satan’s control. It was because 
the law was changeless, because man 
could be saved only through obedi-
ence to its precepts, that Jesus was 
lifted up on the cross. Yet the very 
means by which Christ established the 
law Satan represented as destroying it. 
Here will come the last conflict of the 
great controversy between Christ and 
Satan.” Ibid., 762, 763. 

On the cross of Calvary, infinite 
justice, infinite mercy, infinite wis-
dom, and infinite love are all seen at 
the same time. Under the devil’s gov-
ernment there is no justice or mercy, 
but when you are a child of God and 
belong to the Lord Jesus Christ, you 
belong to a government that has both 
justice and mercy. 

 “While men are sleeping, Satan is 
actively arranging matters so that the 
Lord’s people may not have mercy or 
justice.” Testimonies, vol. 5, 452. Know 
that the devil is diligently working 
now to get things lined up so that 
there will be neither mercy or justice. 

“The Sunday movement is now 
making its way in darkness. The lead-
ers are concealing the true issue, and 
many who unite in the movement do 
not themselves see whither the under-
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current is tending. Its professions are 
mild and apparently Christian, but 
when it shall speak it will reveal the 
spirit of the dragon.” Ibid.

4  The fatal mistake of self-
exaltation. 

This one we must learn if we 
are going to be in the Kingdom of 
Heaven.

Jesus said in Matthew 23:12, literal 
translation, “… whoever exalts himself 
will be abased, and he who humbles 
himself will be exalted.” There are no 
ifs, ands or buts about this.

The devil accused God of self-
exaltation and of not being willing 
to deny Himself. That accusation has 
been leveled by the devil against God 
for thousands of years. Ellen White 
wrote, “Satan’s lying charges against 
the divine character and govern-
ment appeared in their true light. He 
had accused God of seeking merely 
the exaltation of Himself in requir-
ing submission and obedience from 
His creatures, and had declared that, 
while the Creator exacted self-denial 
from all others, He Himself practiced 
no self-denial and made no sacrifice. 
Now it was seen that for the salvation 
of a fallen and sinful race, the Ruler 
of the universe had made the greatest 
sacrifice which love could make; for 
God was in Christ, reconciling the 
world unto Himself ’ (2 Corinthians 
5:19). It was seen, also, that while 
Lucifer had opened the door for the 
entrance of sin by his desire for honor 
and supremacy Christ had, in order to 
destroy sin, humbled Himself and be-
come obedient unto death.” The Great 
Controversy, 502.

The fatal mistake of self-exaltation 
is pride which is often undetected, 
like a cancer that is not painful until 
it affects other organs and nerves, but 
is indeed lethal. A person can be full 
of cancer and within weeks of their 

death and still not know that they 
are sick. That is the way pride is. It is 
lethal and will kill you. The time is 
coming when all the proud will burn 
up (Malachi 4:1).

Many do not know they are sick. It 
may be a minister, an elder, or a dea-
con, or someone working for the Lord 
and not know they have a problem. 
Notice what Ellen White says about 
this: “It is because men and women 
lack the spirit of self-denial and 
self-sacrifice that they cannot com-
prehend the sacrifice made by Heaven 
in giving Christ to the world. Their 
religious experience is mingled with 
selfishness and self-exaltation.” To Be 
Like Jesus, 219. 

A really scary statement is found 
in The Review and Herald, February 
14, 1899: “All desire for self-exaltation 
places the human agent where the 
Holy Spirit can not work with him.” 

It continues, “It is not for any to 
seek to be great preachers, wonderful 
evangelists.” Ibid. Just hide in Christ. 
In His life incarnate, Christ demon-
strated the truth of what He meant 
when He said that everyone who 
wants to exalt himself will be abased. 
Everyone who humbles himself will 
be exalted. 

In The Signs of the Times, Febru-
ary 20, 1893, Ellen White discussed 
this subject in some detail. She said, 
“Christ was God, but He did not ap-
pear as God. He veiled the tokens of 
divinity, which had commanded the 
homage of angels and called forth the 
adoration of the universe of God. He 
made himself of no reputation, took 
upon Him the form of a servant, and 
was made in the likeness of sinful 
flesh. For our sakes He became poor, 
that we through His poverty might be 
made rich.   

“He humbled Himself to pass 
through man’s experiences, and He 
would not turn aside from the plan by 

which salvation could come to man. 
Knowing all the steps in the path of 
His humiliation, He refused not to 
descend step by step to the depths of 
man’s woe, that He might make ex-
piation for the sins of the condemned, 
perishing world. What humility was 
this! It amazed the angels. Tongue 

can never describe it. Pen can never 
portray it. The imagination cannot 
take it in. 

“Sinless and exalted by nature, the 
Son of God consented to take the 
habiliments of humanity, to become 
one with the fallen race. The eternal 
Word consented to be made flesh. 
God became man.  

“But He stepped still lower; He 
humbled Himself to bear insult, 
reproach, accusation, and shameful 
abuse. In the world which he had 
made, which was sustained by the 
word of His power, there seemed to 
be no room for Him. He had to flee 
from one place to another until His 
life work was accomplished. He was 
betrayed by one of His followers, and 
denied by another. He was mocked 
and taunted. He was crowned with 
thorns, and forced to bear the burden 
of the cross. He was not insensible to 
ignominy and contempt; He submit-
ted to it, but He felt its bitterness as 
no other being could feel it. Pure, 
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The fatal mistake of self-exaltation is pride which is 
often undetected, like a cancer that is not painful 
until it affects other organs.

holy, and undefiled, He was yet ar-
raigned as criminal before the eyes of 
the world. From the highest exalta-
tion the adorable Redeemer took step 
after step in the path of humiliation. 
He consented to die in the sinner’s 
stead, that by a life of obedience man 
might escape the penalty of the law. 
He humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death. And what a 
death! It was the most shameful, 
the most cruel—the death upon the 
cross as a malefactor. He died not 
as a hero in the eyes of men, loaded 
with honors; he died as a condemned 
criminal, suspended between the 

heavens and the earth—died a lin-
gering death, exposed to the taunt-
ings and revilings of a debased and 
profligate mob. ‘All they that see Me 
laugh Me to scorn; they shoot out 
the lip, they shake the head’ (Psalm 
22:7). He was numbered with the 
transgressors, and even His kins-
men according to the flesh disowned 
him. He was forced to see the sword 
pierce the heart of his mother—he 
beheld her sorrow. He expired 
amidst derision. But all his sufferings 
were counted as of small account in 
consideration of the result He was 
working out in behalf of man, and 
for the good of the whole universe. 
He expired on the cross exclaim-
ing, ‘It is finished’ (John 19:30), and 
that cry rang through every world, 
and through heaven itself. The great 

contest between Christ, the Prince of 
Life, and Satan, the prince of dark-
ness, was practically over, and Christ 
was Conqueror. His death answered 
the question as to whether there was 
self-denial with the Father and the 
Son.” Ibid. Self-exaltation is fatal. 

5  A deeper understanding of the 
love of God. 

When Jesus was suffering the most 
intense agony of mind and body, He 
thought only of others. Ellen White 
describes it: “O pitiful, loving Saviour; 
amid all His physical pain, and mental 
anguish, He had a tender, thoughtful 

care for His mother! … 
“Christ was not upheld by trium-

phant joy. All was oppressive gloom. 
It was not the dread of death that 
weighed upon Him. It was not the 
pain and ignominy of the cross that 
caused His inexpressible agony. Christ 
was the prince of sufferers; but His 
suffering was from a sense of the 
malignity of sin, a knowledge that 
through familiarity with evil, man 
had become blinded to its enormity.” 
The Desire of Ages, 752, 753. 

His suffering was caused by “… a 
knowledge that through familiarity 
with evil, man had become blinded to 
its enormity.” When you become fa-
miliar with sin, after a while it doesn’t 
shock you anymore. By familiarity 
with evil, you become blinded to its 
enormity. That’s what caused the suf-

fering of Jesus on the cross. You need 
to think that through. 

“Christ saw how deep is the hold 
of sin upon the human heart, how 
few would be willing to break from 
its power. He knew that without help 
from God, humanity must perish, and 
He saw multitudes perishing within 
reach of abundant help. …” 

“It was the sense of sin, bringing 
the Father’s wrath upon Him as man’s 
substitute, that made the cup He 
drank so bitter, and broke the heart of 
the Son of God. 

“With amazement angels witnessed 
the Saviour’s despairing agony. The 
hosts of heaven veiled their faces from 
the fearful sight.” Ibid., 753.

His flesh was lacerated with stripes. 
His hands that had so often been 
held out in blessing, were nailed to 
the wooden bars. The feet, tireless in 
ministry of love, were spiked to the 
tree. The royal head was pierced with 
a crown of thorns. And His quivering 
lips were shaped to the cry of woe and 
distress. And all that, He endured. 
The blood drops that flowed from 
His head, His hands, His feet, the 
agony that racked His whole body, 
the unutterable anguish that filled 
His soul at the hiding of His Father’s 
face, all that says to you and to me, 
it’s for you. It’s for you that the Son of 
God consents to do this, to bear this 
burden of death. This burden of guilt 
He consents to bear for you, to spoil 
the domain of death, and to open up 
for you the gates of paradise. 

The same person who stilled the 
angry waves on the sea of Galilee, 
who walked the foam-capped billows, 
who made devils tremble and made 
disease flee, and who opened the eyes 
of the blind, and raised the dead to 
life, the same person offered Himself 
as a sacrifice on the cross to open up 
for you the gates of Paradise to give 
you everlasting life. 
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When you begin to see that, then 
you will immediately see that there 
is no second probation after the 
Lord comes, because the Lord has 
already done everything that can be 
done to provide for your salvation. 
And if what He has done for you 
doesn’t impress you to serve and fol-
low Him, there is nothing more He 
can do. You are lost. 

6  The necessity of doing your best. 
If we understand the cross, we 

should understand that only the best 
effort is acceptable. Remember when 
Mary poured the ointment on Jesus’ 
head and on His feet and anointed 
Him and Judas said, What purpose 
was this waste? Why wasn’t this oint-
ment sold for 300 denari and given to 
the poor? 

Jesus thought differently. “ ‘To 
what purpose is this waste?’ brought 
vividly before Christ the great-
est sacrifice ever made—the gift of 
Himself as the propitiation for a lost 
world. The Lord would be so bounti-
ful to His human family that it could 
not be said of Him that He could 
do more.” The Desire of Ages, 565. It 
cannot be said of God that He could 
have done more. 

“In the gift of Jesus, God gave all 
heaven.” Ibid. In The Home Mission-
ary, December 1, 1894, it says, “He has 
given us the greatest gift He could 
possibly make, a gift of infinite value, 
so that it could not be said He could 
give a greater gift.” He has done ev-
erything that can be done so that you 
can be saved. 

 “He gave to our world so abun-
dantly that it could not be said that 
He could love us more.” The Ellen 
White 1888 Materials, 712. It cannot be 
said that He could have loved more or 
given more. All of heaven was given 
in this one gift. Nothing better could 
have been given.

 Should I do the best I can for 
Him? Ellen White wrote: “I am 
constantly holding up the necessity of 
every man doing his best as a Chris-
tian, training himself to realize the 
growth, the expansion, the nobility of 
character which it is possible for us to 
have.” A Place Called Oakwood, 108.

Are you doing the best you can do 
for Jesus? If not, do you really love 
Him? If you are not giving Him your 
best, how can you claim to be a Chris-
tian? Love requires a response. God 
has given everything, given all heaven 
in the gift of His Son. 

7  On time. 
The hour for the coming of Christ 

had been determined in heaven’s 
council thousands of years before-

hand. Prophecy foretold exactly when 
Jesus would come, His birth place, 
when His ministry would begin and 
the exact time and even the hour of 
day that He would offer His life for 
the sins of the world.

God operates on time. The Bible 
says that when the fullness of the 
time came, God sent His Son. “The 
Saviour knew what awaited Him at 
Jerusalem, He knew that the malice 
of the Jews would soon bring about 
His death, and it was not His place to 
hasten that event by prematurely ex-
posing Himself to their unscrupulous 
hatred. He was to patiently await His 
appointed time.” The Spirit of Prophecy, 
vol. 2, 338. 

He was not early, nor was He late, 
but when it was the right time, He 
was there. When met with opposition 
He would say to His disciples, Let 
us go to another place, for the time is 
not yet come. “By this He meant that 
the time of His final suffering and 
the closing of His earthly work had 
not yet come.” The Review and Herald, 
April 8, 1909.

To be like Jesus means also to learn 
to be on time. On time has to do with 
both the beginning of something and 
the ending of something else. 

What a price has been paid. What 
an opportunity has been given us to 
accept this great truth of salvation and 
put our lives in order to be part of the 
true and faithful that are waiting for 
the return of their Redeemer.

(Unless appearing in quoted references or 
otherwise identified, Bible texts are from 
the New King James Version.)

Pastor John J. Grosboll is Director of 
Steps to Life and pastors the Prairie 
Meadows Church in Wichita, Kansas. 
He may be contacted by email at: his-
toric@stepstolife.org, or by telephone at: 
316-788-5559.

I am constantly holding up the necessity of 
every man doing his best as a Christian, 
training himself to realize the growth, the 
expansion, the nobility of character which 
it is possible for us to have.
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By David Kang

Salvation

The only hope we have for this world’s suffering and woe is for Jesus’ Second Com-
ing. This is my ardent hope. I daily pray for it, and I dream every night for it. I am 

trying to implement methods and projects to hasten Jesus Christ’s coming. I believe 
Jesus is the only answer for the problems of humanity.

As I travel to many different countries, especially to Asian countries, Korea, China, 
and Japan, I see many, many problems, tragedies, and sufferings, especially sufferings 
of the saints. Jesus Christ must come soon and we must do everything in our power to 
hasten His coming. 

When I think about, talk about and pray about the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, 
it always brings tears to my eyes, because when Jesus Christ comes, I will again meet 
people that I have been separated from through death, especially my mother. My 
mother has been very special to me. She was the one who brought me to Jesus Christ. 
Without her prayers I would not be here standing before you. I know that many have a 
yearning heart to be reunited with many people, especially family members. 

When Jesus Christ comes, a shout of joy is going to fill the air of this earth. We 
will not be separated again. This reunion and fellowship will not be just temporary, 
but will be throughout eternity. 

Rise and Shine
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My heart especially suffers right 
now. Four members of our China staff 
workers – two pastors, our business 
manager, one young lady and one of 
the treasurers have received prison 
sentences; one for 10 years, two of 
them for 9 years, and the young lady 
for 7 years. I cannot see them or hear 
their voices again. They are locked 
into jail and from time to time I just 
receive their letters through some 
mediums. It just breaks my heart. 
We need the latter rain of the Holy 
Spirit soon so that we can finish the 
work and go home together, even with 
those poor people who are locked into 
jails, simply because they have printed 
millions of books, Spirit of Proph-
ecy books, and truth-filled books, 
and scattered them into many, many 
different provinces in China. Simply 
because of their dedication of giving 
truth-filled books to the people, they 
are locked into jail.

I am the one who taught them about 
the truth, baptized them, and assigned 
them the work, so they are like my 
own children. I experience heartache 
every day when I think about them. I 
want Jesus to come, soon. 

We do not have any might or 
strength of our own to hasten Jesus 
Christ’s coming, but God is going 
to do something for us so that we 
can rise and shine with His truth, 
throughout the world, so that all the 
inhabitants of the earth are going to 
focus on God’s people. Sooner or later 
we will be surprised that all the eyes 
of the world will give their attention 
to us. They will focus on the remnant 
of the woman, that small number of 
people of God, the true church. That 
time will come. 

We are living in a very difficult 
time to draw the attention of the 
people to our messages. I have been 
an evangelist for many years and I 
find it more and more difficult to grab 

the attention of the people. Someday 
soon God is going to do something 
very special for you and me. We are 
going to arise and shine like never 
before and the people’s attentions, 
kings and presidents, queens, princes, 
royal people, common people, farm-
ers, carpenters and everybody alike 
are going to give their attention to our 
messages. It will be at that time that 
we are going to really hasten Jesus 
Christ’s coming. 

Isaiah 60:1–5 says, “Arise, shine; for 
thy light is come, and the glory of the 
Lord is risen upon thee. For, behold, 
the darkness shall cover the earth, 
and gross darkness the people: but the 
Lord shall arise upon thee, and His 

glory shall be seen upon thee. And 
the Gentiles shall come to thy light, 
and kings to the brightness of thy 
rising. Lift up thine eyes round about, 
and see: all they gather themselves 
together, they come to thee: thy sons 
shall come from far, and thy daugh-
ters shall be nursed at thy side. Then 
thou shalt see, and flow together, and 
thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged; 
because the abundance of the sea shall 
be converted unto thee, the forces of 
the Gentiles shall come unto thee.”

Do you really believe this prophecy 
is going to be fulfilled before our eyes 
in your future? I believe it with all my 
heart. Various ministries are asking 
donations for the support of outreach 
projects. But actually Isaiah says 

that the treasures of the world, the 
treasures of Egypt, are going to flow 
into our fund. There will be no more 
problem of financing. Our minis-
tries and evangelism are going to be 
supported by the people who did not 
know this truth. I begin to see that 
many ministries, especially ours, are 
being supported by non-Adventists, 
non-believers. This is a miracle, and I 
can see the possibility of the treasures 
of the world are about to flow into us 
and support God’s work. 

This prophecy will be fulfilled 
before our eyes, and I believe it with 
all my heart that the sons and daugh-
ters who left our houses because they 
were sick and tired of seeing formal-

ism in our homes and especially in 
our churches, are going to come back. 
They will return to the church and 
to our homes. That is what the Bible 
prophecy says because they see God’s 
people arise and shine. They will 
say, “That’s what I heard when I was 
young. That’s what I expected when I 
was a young child. That is what I have 
been waiting for, expecting for, in my 
own homes and in my own churches.”

These prodigal sons and daughters, 
from all over the world, are going to 
stand up and say, “I am going back 
to my father’s house,” and they will 
come. Maybe they will wear ragged 
clothes, but we don’t care. They are 
going to stand and return to our 
homes and our churches. I am yearn-

We do not have any might or strength to hasten 
Christ’s coming, but God is going to do something 
for us so that we can rise and shine with His truth.
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ing for that day before Jesus Christ 
comes, when these wonderful prom-
ises of the Lord will be fulfilled. Now, 
he says, “Arise and shine for thy light 
is come, and the glory of the Lord 
is risen upon thee.” The glory of the 
Lord became our light. We are going 
to arise and shine because the Lord’s 
light became ours in our hearts. That 
light is “… the glory of the Lord.”

In Christ’s Object Lessons, 420, it 
says, “Christ does not bid His follow-
ers strive to shine. He says, Let your 
light shine.” Why do we not strive to 
shine? Because the glory of the Lord 
came upon us; it is not our light, but the 
light of the glory of God. It will shine 

throughout the world. This is a very im-
portant experience. We may call it the 
“latter rain” or “loud cry” experience. 
No matter what you call it, it is the 
same experience. We just arise, and the 
glory of God is going to shine through-
out the world. [Emphasis author’s.]

In Exodus chapters 33 and 34, 
Moses sensed that God did not want 
to go along with them to the land of 
Canaan. I can just imagine the con-
versation between Moses and God. 
God might have said, “Well, Moses, 
I’ll send one of My angels to drive 
away all the Amorites and Canaanites 
from the land and let you settle down 
there, but I am not going to go among 
you lest I consume you in the way.” 

Moses worried very much, and 
probably replied to the Lord, “Lord, 

I’m not one who volunteered for this 
job. You are the One who called me 
to lead this people to the land of 
Canaan. But in the middle of the 
ways, You said that You changed your 
mind and You are not going to come 
with us. This people is called by Thy 
name. If you let this people die in the 
wilderness, Your name is going to be 
dishonored. Lord, don’t You do that. 
Please come with us.”  

Regardless of the exact conversa-
tion that occurred, God agreed to go 
with them, but Moses was not yet sat-
isfied. He asked something humanity 
should not ask. He said, “Lord, show 
me Thy glory” (Exodus 33:18). 

This request was accepted with a 
condition. God would put him in the 
cleft of the rock and cover him with 
His hand before passing by. God said 
that no man can live after he sees His 
glory. But for Moses He would do a 
very special thing, something never 
done before for any humanity. 

In order to make the explanation 
short, the words of a beautiful hymn 
explains this experience. “Rock of 
Ages cleft for me, let me hide myself 
in Thee.” What beautiful words. “Let 
the water and the blood, from Thy 
riven side which flowed” (Augustus 
Toplady, 1763). That is the symbolism 
of the Rock of Ages, Jesus Christ. 
There is a cleft left for us, the riven 
side of Jesus Christ. On His side, 
there is a place where the spear of the 

Roman soldiers pierced. In that cleft 
you and I can hide ourselves for that 
is our salvation. It is the only place 
we can go and hide ourselves and to 
behold the glory of God.

When Moses asked the Lord, 
“Show me Thy glory,” God re-
sponded, “I am going to proclaim 
My name, My goodness, before 
you.” In Exodus 34:6, Jesus Christ 
proclaimed His goodness, which is 
His character. “I am the Lord God, 
merciful, gracious, long-suffering, 
and abundant in goodness and 
truth” (literal translation).

His glory, His character, His name, 
and His truth—all are descriptions of 
the Lord. How can we really under-
stand His character, His truth, His 
name, properly and how are we able to 
bear His glory and behold His char-
acter and His truth? We can rise and 
shine with His glory only when we 
go into the cleft, the cleft of the Rock 
of Ages and hide ourselves in Jesus 
Christ. When we truly understand 
that Jesus Christ was wounded so that 
we can be healed, why Jesus Christ 
stretched both His hands on the cross 
so that we can be saved, when we truly 
understand through the Holy Spirit, 
the meaning of the cross, the true sac-
rifice and love coming down from the 
heart of the Father, only then will we 
be able to understand His character.

Prodigal sons and daughters, from all over the world, 
are going to stand up and say, “I am going back to 
my father’s house,” and they will come. 
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When we truly understand and 
experience it as it is in Christ, then 
we will be able to behold the glory of 
God and experience it in our hearts. 
The presence of the Lord may be in 
us, and then we will have light. We 
will have a power that this earth has 
never seen and the work is going to be 
finished and Jesus will return. 

We have about 600 Bible workers 
in our ministry and we are adding 
many more numbers in China alone. 
The director of colporteurs in China 
gave me this report. He said: “Pastor 
Kang, now we have covered all of the 
provinces in China with millions of 
books.” It is done already by the grace 
of God. Many of the workers went to 
jail for a few days and others for a few 
weeks and were released, but many of 
them have received sentences of many 
years. He told me that we covered 
just about all major areas and cities in 
China with our books, except Tibet. 

With that report, I wept, not be-
cause our ministry has done some-
thing great, but because we have done 
something to hasten Jesus’ coming. I 
want Jesus to come soon. 

I have been praying to God for 
many years, “Lord, You put that 
burden in my heart. You put that 
burden in our ministry as far as 
Chinese-speaking, Korean-speaking, 
and Japanese-speaking people are 
concerned. Help us to do something 
to make a dent so that we can hasten 
Jesus Christ’s coming.”

I do not preach a wishy-washy, 
mellow, soft message. If I do that 
I would be damned by the Lord. I 
preach the straight three angels’ mes-
sages of Revelation 14. I tell clearly 
what constitutes Babylon and the 
condition that leads to Babylon and 
how to come out of her. I preach about 
the seventh-day Sabbath and many 
listen. I also teach about the everlast-
ing gospel. I have found out as an 

evangelist that you don’t have to argue 
doctrinal points. I did that for many 
years, but not anymore. I evangelize 
according to the blueprint laid out in 
the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy. 
I preach the everlasting gospel. When 
the people are touched by the Holy 
Spirit with that gospel, they realize 
that is what they have been search-
ing for and that is what they have 
missed. When a person experiences 
the everlasting gospel, the state of 
death is easily accepted, as well as the 
seventh-day Sabbath, for their hearts 
are wide open. 

We need to rise and shine with 
the glory of God. When we truly 
understand the everlasting gospel, we 
understand the meaning of the cross. 

The gospel power is the power of 
creation. Jesus Christ said in Matthew 
24:14: “This gospel of the kingdom 
shall be preached in all the world for 
a witness unto all nations; and then 
shall the end come.” Jesus said this 
eternal gospel is not wishy-washy and 
compromised, as has been preached by 
many Protestant as well as Seventh-day 
Adventist preachers. When the true 
gospel is preached as a witness to all 
the nations, then the end shall come. 
The essence of the three angels’ mes-

sages, which is the everlasting gospel, 
is understood intellectually and when 
we truly experience it in our hearts, we 
will always come to Jesus Christ with 
a contrite heart and with a humility. 
Lord, have mercy upon us and let Jesus 
Christ live in us. If Jesus Christ lives 
in us, the words we preach, the words 
we teach, are going to be so powerful 
that the Holy Spirit will persuade the 
people, will convert people and will 
convince people of the truth.    

In speaking of those who will be 
saved, the Holy Spirit inspired Isaiah 
to write, “Fear not: for I am with thee: 
I will bring thy seed from the east, and 
gather thee from the west; I will say to 
the north, Give up; and to the south, 
Keep not back: bring my sons from far, 
and my daughters from the ends of the 
earth; Even every one that is called by 
My name: for I have created him for 
My glory, I have formed him; yea, I 
have made him” (Isaiah 43:5–7).  

You are made by His power for His 
glory. If you are called by God’s name, 
you must be created for His glory. The 
gospel power is the power of creation. 
When God says something, it is done. 
He said, “Let there be light” (Genesis 
1:3), and there was light. It did not 
take any seconds. When God said, 

Christ does not 
bid His followers 
strive to shine. 
He says, Let your 
light shine.
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“Let there be sun” (verse 14), there was 
sun, dazzling bright and big, hang-
ing in the sky and giving the dazzling 
bright light and energy, continuously 
preserved so that we can be preserved. 
That is the power of creation.

When we believe the gospel, when 
we believe Jesus’ death on the cross, 
something happens in our hearts and 
in our lives. Our guilt is gone and we 
are freed from the bondage and the 
power of sin. Because we are cre-
ated and made by His power, we will 
be able to walk freely and become 
true overcomers of our sins and our 
sinful nature, which includes sinful 
impulses and all different kinds of 

temptations and evils coming from 
the devil. That is the people who are 
called by the name of the Lord. It 
is not our work; it is not by our own 
merits and strength, but by the grace 
of Jesus Christ.

This new creation includes true 
humility. Humility is more than just 
outward behavior and words. Humil-
ity is genuine when you feel that you 
do not have anything to boast about. 
That is true humility. 

The Bible calls me a saint, but only 
through God’s grace. The Bible calls 
me righteous, but only by the grace 
of God. All I can say before God is, 
“I am a sinner and I confess.” When 
we become a people who are really 
touched by God’s creative heart, hum-
bly united in the truth, we all are going 
to someday rise up and shine together 
before the world, no matter what kind 

of miracle power Satan brings. All 
will see the power of the gospel, and 
many of them are going to make their 
decision either for God or against. The 
probation is going to be closed and 
Jesus Christ will come. I know and I 
believe it with all my heart and that is 
why I give my life and everything that 
I have for this cause. 

Revelation 14:6 and 7, the first an-
gel’s message says, “And I saw another 
angel fly in the midst of heaven, hav-
ing the everlasting gospel to preach 
unto them that dwell on the earth, 
and to every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people, Saying with a 
loud voice, Fear God, and give glory 

to Him; for the hour of His judgment 
is come.” And then the next sentence 
says, “And worship Him that made 
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and 
the fountains of waters.” It says to 
“worship the Creator.” Proclaim this 
gospel power, the power of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, of the cross. This is a 
creative power that creates salvation 
within. It is not by our own efforts 
and strength but by the power of God 
that we become new creatures, not 
only in intellectual understanding, but 
in our hearts, every day. 

In The Desire of Ages, 409, it says,  
“The religion of Christ is sincerity it-
self. Zeal for God’s glory is the motive 
implanted by the Holy Spirit. …” Jesus 
implants His motivations, His nature, 
within us. That is the gospel power. 
That is how we become righteous. 
We think righteously, we behave 

righteously, because we are implanted 
with the motivation of God’s nature, 
through the Holy Spirit. 

“When we submit ourselves to 
Christ, the heart is united with His 
heart, the will is merged in His will, 
the mind becomes one with His mind, 
the thoughts are brought into captiv-
ity to Him; we live His life. This is 
what it means to be clothed with the 
garment of His righteousness.” Christ’s 
Object Lessons, 312.

“The sanctification of the soul 
by the working of the Holy Spirit is 
the implanting of Christ’s nature in 
humanity.” Ibid., 384.

The ancient Jewish people knew 
the truth intellectually in their minds 
but they did not understand the power 
of the gospel. Their knowledge was a 
curse to them. It is better not to know 
it than to know it and not truly under-
stand it. Many Adventist families have 
been so cursed in our day—“knowing” 
the truth without truly knowing it.

There are two ways to understand 
the glory of God – one is through His 
gospel and the second, through an un-
derstanding of His truth. Jesus Christ 
is going to come soon and we have to 
do everything in our power to hasten 
His coming. It first has to start from 
the true repentance experience in our 
own hearts today.

We do not want to stay on this 
earth any longer. We want to go 
home. We must get ready today. We 
must rise and shine today.

Pastor David Kang was the director of 
Light for Life U.S. Ministry operating 
out of Commerce, Georgia. His sermons 
are broadcast weekly on New York and 
Virginia Korean television stations. Pas-
tor Kang passed away in 2016 awaiting 
the return of His best friend, Jesus to 
reunite him with those with whom he 
labored and tirelessly worked for while he 
could. He is sadly missed. 

All major areas and cities in China have been 
covered with our books, except Tibet.
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“In the last day, that great [day] of the feast, Jesus stood and 
cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and 

drink. He that believeth on me, as the Scripture hath said, out of 
his belly shall flow rivers of living water.” 

John 7:37, 38

By F. C. Gilbert

The Passover

In order ever to keep the fact before 
the minds of the Israelites that 

they were a separated and pecu-
liar people unto the Lord, a people 
through whom He wished to reveal 
to the world the Messiah, and the 
many experiences connected with His 
life—a number of festivals were given 
to them, which were to be observed at 
different seasons of the year, and at a 
specially appointed place. …

If they would see what was intend-
ed by these services they would not 
only be blessed themselves, but others 
would be brought into the fold, and 
learn of the great saving plan of God 
for a lost and sinful world.

The Passover Feast; When Introduced
The first feast and festival which 

the Lord instituted was the Passover. 
This one was not only the first, but 
perhaps the most sacred of all; and 
was designed to teach some of the 
strongest and most forcible lessons 
concerning the Messiah.

This festival was introduced before 
the Israelites left their slavery in 
Egypt; and it was ever to be associ-
ated with the thought of their free-
dom from slavery (Exodus 12:1–11). 
Closely connected with this festival, 
and part of it, was the offering up of 
sacrifice; in fact this was the basis of 
all the feasts. If there were no sacrifice 

or offering, the entire season of its 
observance would be useless, as far as 
the real lesson which God intended to 
teach thereby.  

The Paschal Lamb
While there were many offerings 

during the Passover feast, the special 
and most prominent of them all was 
the Passover, or paschal lamb. The 
first instruction given is found in the 
twelfth chapter of Exodus; and little 
in addition was afterward given con-
cerning the offering of other sacrifices. 
There were at least six prominent 
things to be remembered in the offer-
ing of this lamb, every one of which 
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The sprinkled blood on doorposts in Egypt refers to 
the sprinkling of the blood of the Son of God which 
saves and purifies the hearts of men and women.

was to teach some truth concerning 
Him who is “the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sin of the world” 
(John 1:29).

1.	 There was to be a lamb for every 
household.

2.	 This lamb must be without blemish.
3.	 The lamb must be killed in the 

evening (margin, between the 
evenings).

4.	 The blood of the lamb must be 
sprinkled upon the side posts and 

upper door-post of the house, in 
which the lamb must be eaten. (See 
Exodus 12:3–7.)

5.	 The lamb must be eaten the 
night it was killed; and under no 
circumstances must any part of it 
remain till morning; if so, it must 
not be eaten, but must be burned 
(Exodus 12:10).

6.	 Not a single bone of the lamb must 
be broken (Exodus 12:46).

While there are other matters 
of interest in connection with the 
paschal lamb, these mentioned are the 
most prominent, and contain the es-
sence of the truth to be taught.

The Lesson of the Paschal Lamb
In instituting this service while the 

people were yet in the land of their 
slavery, the Lord evidently intended 
they should learn from this experience 
the real meaning of freedom from 

servitude. Concerning their deliver-
ance and the manner it was to be per-
formed, the Lord said: “For I will pass 
through the land of Egypt this night, 
and will smite all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, both man and beast; 
and against all the gods of Egypt 
I will execute judgment: I am the 
Lord. And the blood shall be to you 
for a token upon the houses where ye 
are: and when I see the blood, I will 
pass over you, and the plague shall 
not be upon you to destroy you, when 

I smite the land of Egypt” (Exodus 
12:12, 13).

After they sacrificed the lamb, 
they were to take of its blood and to 
sprinkle it upon the two places previ-
ously mentioned. When the Lord 
would pass over the land to smite the 
Egyptians, then the house which He 
would observe had the blood sprin-
kled, that house would be freed from 
death. It made no difference what the 
man might have thought or believed; 
it made no distinction with the Lord 
how many years the person claimed 
to be an Israelite; nor did it differ how 
long he had been in Egyptian servi-
tude. Neither did it make any differ-
ence to what wing of the twelve tribes 
he belonged. The one thing necessary 
for the man of the house, or for the 
entire people of that house, or for all 
the people in all the houses of the Is-
raelites, to escape having death in the 
house that night was to have the blood 

sprinkled in its proper place. Noth-
ing but the blood of the lamb could 
save a person from death. To do this, 
however, was efficacious, and brought 
salvation to the individuals who lived 
in that house.  

Deliverance Only Through the Blood
It would have been as easy for the 

Lord to have brought the people from 
Egypt without having this ordinance 
performed, if the deliverance were 
designed merely as a temporal af-
fair, or a deliverance from physical 
servitude only. But the deliverance of 
the children of Israel was not alone 
intended to be a freedom from physi-
cal slavery, it was the intention of 
God to teach the people that Egypt 
was a synonym of the darkness of sin; 
their deliverance from Egypt was to 
be to them a deliverance from the 
slavishness of sin, since they were 
set apart as a spiritual people. The 
only means which God had or has to 
deliver people from the slavery of sin 
is the blood (Leviticus 17:11; Hebrews 
9:22). This people must see the very 
beginning of their exodus. They 
must recognize that the only way of 
deliverance from evil was through the 
blood of the great Lamb, who should 
sacrifice His life for them and for the 
world. They should learn their deliv-
erance from spiritual Egypt was fully 
as great, if not greater, than their 
deliverance from the physical slavery 
of the literal Egypt.

Spiritual Egypt
That the Lord intended to use 

Egypt as a figure, and that there was 
as real a spiritual Egypt as there was 
a literal one, is evident from what we 
read in the Revelation: “And their dead 
bodies shall lie in the street of the great 
city, which spiritually is called Sodom 
and Egypt, where also our Lord was 
crucified” (Revelation 11:8).
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Now it is known that the Lord Je-
sus was not crucified literally, either 
in Egypt or Sodom; but it is known 
that these two places were particu-
larly noted for their cruelty and sins, 
which called down the wrath of 
God upon them. It is also true that 
it was sin which crucified our Lord 
of glory; hence these two places are 
used as illustrations of sin. This was 
what the Lord wanted the Israelites 
to learn concerning their deliverance 
from Egypt.

Everything Fulfilled in Christ
Now every one of the laws connect-

ed with the lamb and its offering at 
the Passover, was fulfilled in Christ. 
This was true with no exception. We 
will, therefore, now consider their 
fulfillment in the same numerical 
order as we considered the distinctive 
features of the typical lamb.

1  The Passover Lamb is Christ
The Prophet Isaiah, when 

speaking of the death of 
Christ, said: “He was oppressed, and 
He was afflicted, yet He opened not 
His mouth: He is brought as a lamb 
to the slaughter, and as a sheep before 
her shearers is dumb, so He openeth 
not His mouth” (Isaiah 53:7). 

Soon after the baptism of Christ, 
He was introduced by John the Bap-
tist to the multitudes as follows: “Be-
hold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
[margin, beareth] away the sin of the 
world” (John 1:29). “And looking upon 
Jesus as He walked, he saith, Behold 
the Lamb of God” (John 1:36)!

And again, John the beloved says 
of Him: “And when He had taken the 
book, the four beasts and four and 
twenty elders fell down before the 
Lamb, …” (Revelation 5:8). 

“And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst 
of the throne, … stood a Lamb as it 
had been slain” (Revelation 5:6).

And that He was directly called 
the Lamb, the Passover sacrifice, Paul 
says: “For even Christ our Passover, is 
sacrificed for us” (1 Corinthians 5:7).

2  His Life without Blemish
Nowhere in the history 

of the life of Christ can we 
find where it ever was marred by the 
least performance of sin. “Forasmuch 
as ye know that ye were not redeemed 
with corruptible things, as silver and 
gold, … but with the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish 
and without spot” (1 Peter 1:18, 19; 2:22).

3  He Died Between the    
Evenings

The great paschal Lamb, 
Jesus, died at the very hour the 
lamb was to be offered, between the 
evenings; about three o’clock in the 
afternoon. (b) The Scripture saith 
He was crucified, beginning at the 
sixth hour; and at the ninth hour 
he died, which was three o’clock, 
(c) the very time they sacrificed the 
paschal lamb.

4  His Sprinkled Blood Only 
Saves

Soon after the apostles 
began the preaching of the crucified 
and risen Savior, they told the people 
everywhere that it was only through 
the blood which Jesus shed that they 
could have the forgiveness of sins; be-
cause the blood of Jesus only cleanses 
from all sins. And Peter, in his first 
epistle, evidently using the figure spo-
ken of in the sprinkling of the blood 
of the lamb, says: “Elect according to 
the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
through sanctification of the Spirit, 
unto obedience and the sprinkling of 
the blood of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:2).

Thus we see that the sprinkled blood 
refers to the sprinkling of the blood of 
the Son of God which saves and puri-
fies the hearts of men and women.

5  Christ’s Body Not Allowed to 
Remain Over Night

When Christ was cruci-
fied, it being on Friday, the sixth day, 
the preparation day for the Sabbath, the 

It is known that the Lord Jesus was not crucified literally, either in Egypt or Sodom; but it 
is known that these two places were particularly noted for their cruelty and sins.
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Jews came to Pilate and asked that the 
body of Jesus, and those of the thieves, 
might not be allowed to remain over the 
Sabbath as that was a high Sabbath day. 
And it was not allowable to have bodies 
hanging over night, as this would be 
defiling to the people, to the Sabbath, 
as well as to the festival. Hence Pilate 
gave orders to have them taken down, 

and it was done. Thus we have the 
fulfillment of the prophecy concern-
ing the lamb that it should not be kept 
over night. Yes, in Christ we find the 
Scriptures all fulfilled.

6  Not a Bone in Christ’s Body 
Broken

When the soldiers came 
to the bodies of the thieves, find-
ing them still alive, they broke their 
legs, in order to kill them quickly 
before the sun should set. But when 
they came to the body of the Savior, 
supposing that He was not dead, they 
were ready to treat Him the same as 
they had done to the thieves. But to 
their surprise they found Him dead 
(John 19:33). In order to be certain that 
all life had departed, they took the 
sword and pierced His side, whence 
flowed blood and water. Hence the 
Scripture was truthfully and literally 
fulfilled that not a bone of Him should 
be broken (John 19:36). The real lesson 
of the paschal Lamb was Jesus Christ. 
Not only as a whole was it fulfilled in 
Him, but every specification met its 
completeness in Him, the Lamb of 
God. Yet strange as it may seem the 

Jews did not see this. Are there not 
many at the present time who act as 
did the ancient people? …

The True Passover
But the true Passover, and all its 

meaning, is to be found in Jesus Christ 
only. He is the Passover; and we are to 
eat Him with the unleavened bread of 

sincerity and truth (1 Corinthians 5:7, 
8). This is the meaning of the unleav-
ened bread; this is the meaning of the 
Passover. It was a longing desire on the 
part of the Savior to eat the Passover 
with the disciples before He suffered, 
for then these traditions and burdens 
would be removed from them, and 
they would know in all its fullness the 
meaning of the Passover.

If the church of Christ of today 
could only see that instead of the 
observance of many of the festivals 
which are being observed as me-
morials, whether they be Easter, or 
Christmas, or some other day, which 
is similar in effect to the traditions of 
the Jewish rabbis, would they be more 
obedient to His will they would then 
enjoy much more of Jesus Christ, the 
great Lamb of God, and have a con-
tinuous feast in Him who is the great 
and blessed Passover.

[All emphasis supplied.]
Excerpts from Practical Lessons, 

F.C. Gilbert, 228–245; Copyright 1902 
by F.C. Gilbert. (Facsimile Repro-
duction printed 1972 by Southern 
Publishing Association, Nashville, 
Tennessee.)

The true Passover, and all its meaning, is to be found 
in Jesus Christ only. 

LM

September  8 & 9, 2017 

Friday: 7:00 pm 
Sabbath: 9:15 am - 8:30 pm

Cumberland Mountain State Park 
24 Office Dr, Crossville, TN 38555   
Phone for Park: (931) 484-6138

Campting & Cabins: 
Cumberland Mountain State Park: 
(931) 484-4727 (5 miles South of 
meetings). 

Motels (most have a continental 
breakfast and refridgerator): 
Exit 317, Quality Inn: 931-484-
1551, Baymont: 931-456-9338; 
Exit 322, Holiday Inn Express: 
(877) 859-5095, Hampton Inn: 
(931) 707-7170, Super 8: (800) 
536-1211, Comfort Inn & Suites: 
(855) 849-1513. 

Meals: 
Bring your own breakfast and food 
to share in a vegan fellowship meal 
on Sabbath following the church 
service. An evening snack will be 
provided. 

Children:
Special Guest Children’s Leader: 
Cindy Papendick 

Campmeeting Hosts: 
Danny & Paula Frisby 
(931) 863-8071 or (865) 202-6079

Great Central Location!

 1 hr 50min. from Nashville

1 hr 30 min. from Chattanooga

1 hr. 10 min. from Knoxville

Campmeetingwith 
Pastor John Grosboll 

and Berry Mellor
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How much is a smile worth? A 
penny? A quarter? A hundred 

dollars?
Well, it’s worth something, isn’t it?
It surely is, but somehow you could 

never fix a price for a smile, could you? 
To do so would spoil its value at once. 

Yet sometimes a smile is very valu-
able. What gives a smile its value? Its 
beauty? Its friendliness? Its sincerity? 
Or is it the effect it has upon another?

Many years ago there lived on one 
of the very poor streets of New York 
a little girl called Hannah. She was 11 
years old and her cheerful little face 
often brought gladness to sad people 
who saw her on the street.

One day Hannah went to a chil-
dren’s program at a nearby church. 
She had been there many times before 
to attend meetings of various kinds; 
but this time she was to take part in a 
program herself. You can imagine how 
pleased she was about it.

Now, it so happened that in the 
audience that afternoon was a well-
known doctor, one of the supporters 
of that church. Whether or not he 
was feeling lonely or sad that day will 
never be known, but somehow as he 
looked at Hannah’s dear little face, his 
heart was touched. Then she turned 
and looked straight at him and smiled! 
He thought he had never seen any-
thing so lovely before. He left the hall 
a happier and better man.

And he never forgot that smile. It 
lived with him every day until he died.

When his will was read, his execu-
tors were astonished to learn that he 

had left all his money—and he was a 
very rich man—not to any relatives, 
for he had none; not to any hospital, 
as he might have done, but, using his 
own words, “to those who have given 
me happiness during my lifetime.”

On the list was Hannah’s name, 
the little girl who had smiled at him 
in the church program twenty years 
before. He left her $150,000!

Think of that—$150,000 for a smile!
I can almost hear you saying, “I 

wish my smiles were worth as much as 
that.” They are! But not in money.

Think of the happiness they bring 
to Mother and Father. Your smiles 
help them bear their burdens more 
easily, and make them live longer, too. 
Isn’t that worth something?

Smiles make the wheels of a 
home move so much more smoothly, 
while frowns and scowls and pouts 
are like sand and gravel thrown into 
the works.

Who does not love the boy or girl 
who smiles when things go wrong—
when other children annoy them or 
they are hurt while playing games? 
Such smiles are worth much more 
than money.

Suppose you smile someday at 
someone who is very sad and discour-
aged, and make him smile, too; what 
is that worth? You may never know, 
but it may mean everything to him—
the turning of a corner on life’s dark 
and lonely road. And there are lots 
of people today like this, people who 
have given up hope that anybody will 
smile at them again.

As the familiar hymn says—
        
“There are hearts that are drooping 
in sorrow today,
There are souls under shadow the 
while;
Oh, the comfort from God you can 
gently convey,
 And brighten the way with a 
smile!
O brighten the way with a smile,
Yes, brighten the way with a smile;
Someone’s drearest day you can 
gently beguile, 
And brighten the way with a 
smile!” 
William C. Martin, 1904.

Won’t you try to see how much 
good you can do with your smiles? You 
will be repaid in happiness untold.

The Storybook, Character Building 
Stories for Children, 68–71.

The Worth of a Smile
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Testimony

By John J. Grosboll

Crossword

Creatures of the Bible 
Clues

By Rob Hagar

Across
B2	 These creatures ate king Herod						      Acts 12:23
B15	 Remnants of many sea creatures						      Ezekiel 27:16
C7	 These insects covered men and beasts in Egypt				    Exodus 8:16–18
D2	 One of these was as a poor man’s daughter					    2 Samuel 12:3
D11	 “Sneaky as ………..”							       Leviticus 11:29
D18	 Small furry underground rodent						      Leviticus 11:30
F10	 Long eared, furry, jumpy animals						     Deuteronomy 14:7
H2	 These animals delivered letters for the king				    Esther 8:10
H14	 Sea creature cannot be caught with a hook					    Job 41:1
J3	 These creatures predicted to “dance” in Babylon (singular)  			  Isaiah 13:21
K8	 Known for changing its colors						      Leviticus 11:30
L18	 We should be as harmless as this creature					     Matthew 10:16
M2	 Small creature that displays wisdom and planning				    Proverbs 6:6–8
M8	 This creature thrives on other creature’s deaths				    Deuteronomy 14:13
N15	 Little ones of these spoil vines						      Song of Solomon 2:15
O3	 Sacrificed because Jesus was born						     Luke 2:24
Q10	 This creature uses “her hands”						      Proverbs 30:28
Q17	 Delivers babies in fables and folklore					     Leviticus 11:19	
R1	 Fourth of the six types of animals Solomon had	  			   1 Kings 4:23
S9	 A “slinky” furry unclean animal, sometimes kept as a pet  			   Leviticus 11:30
S16	 Skins of this animal covered the ark when moved				    Numbers 4:5, 6

Down
A9	 Five of these golden animals sent with the returning ark   			   1 Samuel 6:4
A16	 Baby horse or donkey (ass)						      Zechariah 9:9
A21	 This young creature was part of the covenant between God and Abram  	 Genesis 15:9
B2	 Chaldean horses more fierce than these (singular)				    Habakkuk 1:8
B4	 Jacob dreamed these jumped on his cattle (singular)			   Genesis 31:10–12
B19	 This carnivorous animal will be a vegetarian in heaven 	  		  Isaiah 11:7
C7	 Fast running, usually small, unclean reptiles				    Leviticus 11:30
C13	 Rebekah rode this creature to meet Isaac					     Genesis 24:64
D5	 Bible term for an elephant (see margin)					     Job 40:15
D11	 God created these “great …” on the fifth day				    Genesis 1:20–23
E17	 This creature melted 							       Psalm 58:8
F3	 These creatures ate Pharoah’s baker					     Genesis 40:19–22
F15	 The law provided for fair treatment of these work animals  			  1 Corinthians 9:9
G9	 A very fast dog								        Proverbs 30:31
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H19	 This creature carries his home with him					     Leviticus 11:29
J16	 Strong creature 								        Numbers 24:8	
K14	 Seven of these creatures were a witness					     Genesis 21:30
K21	 Have beautiful colors and make very loud noises				    2 Chronicles 9:21
L3	 Jesus referred to this creature for its extremely small size			   Matthew 23:24
M6	 They come from large eggs and can run very fast				    Job 39:13
O11	 This creature came out of a fire and attacked				    Acts 28:3
Q2	 This animal “from the wood” wasted the vine				    Psalm 80:8–13
Q17	 Bird graceful and beautiful to look at, but do not eat			   Leviticus 11:18

A 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 10 11 12 13 14 15 17 18 19 20 A
B B

C C
D D
E E
F F
G G
H
I I
J J

K K
L L
M M
N N
O O
P P
Q Q

R
S S
1 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 18 19 20 21 22

Answer key on page 26.
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Current

Make Friends 
June 14, 2017 —Many of the world’s most prominent religious leaders made a joint state-
ment encouraging people everywhere to make friends across religions. Friendship and get-
ting to know one another are the antidotes to negativity and divisions in society, enhanc-
ing understanding and unity. The following quotes are from each of the leaders:

“And don’t focus on or search 
for differences between religious 
groups.” Grand Mufti Shawki Allam 
(Sunni, Egypt)

“Personal contact, personal 
friendship, then we can exchange 
a deeper level of experience.” The 
Dalai Lama (India)

“Honor other religions like you 
do your own.” Sri Sri Ravi Shankar 
(India)

“We need to get together and 
know one another just to discover 
and explore those commonalities.” 
Ayatollah Sayyid Hassan Al-Qazwi-
ni (Shia, United States)

“That starts a process where 
prejudices go away where new 
insights are born and where basi-
cally hope is born.” Archbisop Antje 
Jackelen (Church of Sweden)

“It’s not complicated. I would 
say to everyone: Start with shar-
ing what we all share which is the 
pleasure of conversation.” Arch-
bishop Justin Welby (Archbishop of 
Canterbury)

“One of the wonderful things 
about spending time with people 
completely unlike you is that you 
discover how much you have in 
common, the same fears, the same 
hopes, the same concerns.” Chief 
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks (UK)

“I think it will keep it very 
simple, it’s probably time to talk 
less, listen more.” Ven. Khandro 
Rinpoche (Buddhist, India)

“May universal friendship 
become a reality.” Mata Amritanan-
damayi (India)

http://elijah-interfaith.org/news/
wisdom-newsletter-make-friends-
across-religions

“We are called, as we like to 
say, to look into one another’s eyes 
in order to see more deeply and in 
order to recognize the beauty of 
God in every living human being.” 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomewi 
(Orthodox: Turkey)

“Our advice is to make friends to 
followers of all religions.” Ayatollah 
Sayyid Fadhel Al-Milani (Shia, UK)

“It’s very important, because my 
religious life became richer with his 
explanations, so much richer and I 
guess the same happened for him.” 
Pope Francis (Rome)

“It was through our religious 
calling that we found each other in 
life.” Rabbi Abraham Skorka (Ar-
gentina)

“No matter from which side 
of the mountain you’re climbing 
we should be helping each other 
so that we can all get to the same 
place.” Bhai Sahib Mohinder Singh 
(Sikh, UK)

Jesus said, “A am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me” (John 15:6).

“The Protestants of the United States will be foremost in stretching their hands across the gulf to grasp the 
hand of spiritualism; they will reach over the abyss to clasp hands with the Roman power; and under the influence 
of this threefold union, this country will follow in the steps of Rome in trampling on the rights of conscience. … 

“Papists, Protestants, and worldling will alike accept the form of godliness without the power, and they will see 
in this union a grand movement for the conversion of the world and the ushering in of the long-expected millen-
nium.” Maranatha, 190.
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The Battle

Father: Give me the courage and the strength to serve under the blood-stained banner 
of the Lord’s army and never to allow His standard to trail in the dust of this world 
or to join the foe. Give me strength to never sacrifice integrity, to never disregard 
conscience or to indulge selfishness. May I always give glory to Thee. Amen.

By Judy Hallingstad

Christ would not be bought. Jesus 
would not abandon His purpose 

to establish a kingdom of righteous-
ness. How about you? Would you 
abandon the opportunity to be part 
of that kingdom and to turn others 
also from that opportunity? Oh, if we 
could only comprehend the full mean-
ing of the following statements:

“To men he [Satan] offers the king-
dom of this world on condition that 
they will acknowledge his supremacy. He 
requires that they 

•	 sacrifice integrity [give up their 
uprightness of character],

•	 disregard conscience [overlook that 
which distinguishes between right 
and wrong], 

•	 indulge selfishness [yield to their 
own selfish interests]. 

“Christ bids them seek first the 
kingdom of God, and His righteous-
ness; but Satan walks by their side 
and says: 

•	 Whatever may be true in regard 
to life eternal, in order to make 
a success in this world you must 
serve me. I hold your welfare in 
my hands. I can give you riches, 
pleasures, honor, and happiness. 

Hearken to my counsel. Do not 
allow yourselves to be carried away 
with whimsical notions of honesty 
or self-sacrifice. I will prepare the 
way before you. 

•	 Thus multitudes are deceived. …” 
The Desire of Ages, 130. [Emphasis 
supplied.] 

Now is no time to “sacrifice in-
tegrity,” “disregard conscience,” or to 
“indulge selfishness.” 

Whose side are you on? Are you a 
soldier of Jesus Christ or are you a traitor?

“One army was led by banners 
bearing the world’s insignia; the other 
was led by the blood-stained banner 
of Prince Emmanuel. Standard after 
standard was left to trail in the dust, 
as company after company from the 
Lord’s army joined the foe, and tribe 
after tribe from the ranks of the en-
emy united with the commandment-
keeping people of God. An angel 
flying in the midst of heaven put the 
standard of Emmanuel into many 
hands, while a mighty general cried 
out with a loud voice: ‘Come into line. 
Let those who are loyal to the com-
mandments of God and the testimony 
of Christ now take their position. 
Come out from among them, and be 
ye separate, and touch not the un-

clean, and I will receive you, and will 
be a Father unto you, and ye shall be 
My sons and daughters (2 Corinthians 
6:17). Let all who will, come up to the 
help of the Lord, to the help of the 
Lord against the mighty’ (Judges 5:23). 

“The battle raged. Victory alter-
nated from side to side. Now the 
soldiers of the cross gave way, ‘as 
when a standard-bearer fainteth’ 
(Isaiah 10:18). But their apparent re-
treat was but to gain a more advan-
tageous position. Shouts of joy were 
heard. A song of praise to God went 
up, and angel voices united in the 
song, as Christ’s soldiers planted His 
banner on the walls of fortresses till 
then held by the enemy. The Cap-
tain of our salvation was ordering 
the battle, and sending support to 
His soldiers. His power was might-
ily displayed, encouraging them 
to press the battle to the gates. He 
taught them terrible things in righ-
teousness as He led them on step by 
step, conquering and to conquer. 

“At last the victory was gained. The 
army following the banner with the 
inscription, ‘The commandments of 
God, and the faith of Jesus’ (Revelation 
14:12), was gloriously triumphant. …” 
Christian Experience and Teachings of 
Ellen G. White, 228, 229. 



24	                   LANDMARKS   .   August 2017

The Church

Inspiration
From the Pen of

Christian life is more than many take it to be. It does not consist 
wholly in gentleness, patience, meekness, and kindliness. These 

graces are essential; but there is need also of courage, force, energy, 
and perseverance. The path that Christ marks out is a narrow, self-
denying path. To enter that path and press on through difficulties 
and discouragements requires men who are more than weaklings. 

Force of Character 

Men of stamina are wanted, men who will not wait to have their 
way smoothed and every obstacle removed, men who will inspire 
with fresh zeal the flagging efforts of dispirited workers, men whose 
hearts are warm with Christian love and whose hands are strong to 
do their Master’s work. 

Christian Character
 By Ellen G. White

Developing
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Some who engage in missionary ser-
vice are weak, nerveless, spiritless, easily 
discouraged. They lack push. They have 
not those positive traits of character 
that give power to do something—the 
spirit and energy that kindle enthu-
siasm. Those who would win success 
must be courageous and hopeful. They 
should cultivate not only the passive 
but the active virtues. While they are 
to give the soft answer that turns away 
wrath, they must possess the courage 
of a hero to resist evil. With the charity 
that endures all things, they need the 
force of character that will make their 
influence a positive power. 

Some have no firmness of charac-
ter. Their plans and purposes have no 
definite form and consistency. They 
are of but little practical use in the 
world. This weakness, indecision, and 
inefficiency should be overcome. There 
is in true Christian character an in-
domitableness that cannot be molded 
or subdued by adverse circumstances. 
We must have moral backbone, an 
integrity that cannot be flattered, 
bribed, or terrified. 

Mental Culture
God desires us to make use of every 

opportunity for securing a preparation 
for His work. He expects us to put all 
our energies into its performance and 
to keep our hearts alive to its sacred-
ness and its fearful responsibilities. 

Many who are qualified to do excel-
lent work accomplish little because they 
attempt little. Thousands pass through 
life as if they had no great object for 
which to live, no high standard to 
reach. One reason for this is the low 
estimate which they place upon them-
selves. Christ paid an infinite price for 
us, and according to the price paid He 
desires us to value ourselves. 

Be not satisfied with reaching a low 
standard. We are not what we might 
be, or what it is God’s will that we 

should be. God has given us reason-
ing powers, not to remain inactive, or 
to be perverted to earthly and sordid 
pursuits, but that they may be devel-
oped to the utmost, refined, sancti-
fied, ennobled, and used in advancing 
the interests of His kingdom. 

None should consent to be mere 
machines, run by another man’s mind. 
God has given us ability, to think and 
to act, and it is by acting with careful-
ness, looking to Him for wisdom that 
you will become capable of bearing 
burdens. Stand in your God-given 

personality. Be no other person’s 
shadow. Expect that the Lord will 
work in and by and through you. 

Never think that you have learned 
enough, and that you may now relax 
your efforts. The cultivated mind is 
the measure of the man. Your edu-
cation should continue during your 
lifetime; every day you should be 
learning and putting to practical use 
the knowledge gained. 

Remember that in whatever posi-
tion you may serve you are revealing 
motive, developing character. What-
ever your work, do it with exactness, 
with diligence; overcome the inclina-
tion to seek an easy task. 

How Do You Work? 
The same spirit and principles that 

one brings into the daily labor will 
be brought into the whole life. Those 
who desire a fixed amount to do and 
a fixed salary, and who wish to prove 
an exact fit without the trouble of 

adaptation or training, are not the 
ones whom God calls to work in His 
cause. Those who study how to give 
as little as possible of their physical, 
mental, and moral power are not the 
workers upon whom He can pour out 
abundant blessings. Their example 
is contagious. Self-interest is the 
ruling motive. Those who need to be 
watched and who work only as every 
duty is specified to them, are not the 
ones who will be pronounced good 
and faithful. Workers are needed who 
manifest energy, integrity, diligence, 

those who are willing to do anything 
that needs to be done. 

Many become inefficient by evad-
ing responsibilities for fear of failure. 
Thus they fail of gaining that educa-
tion which results from experience, 
and which reading and study and all 
the advantages otherwise gained can-
not give them. 

Man can shape circumstances, but 
circumstances should not be allowed 
to shape the man. We should seize 
upon circumstances as instruments 
by which to work. We are to master 
them, but should not permit them to 
master us. 

Men of power are those who have 
been opposed, baffled, and thwarted. 
By calling their energies into action, 
the obstacles they meet prove to them 
positive blessings. They gain self-
reliance. Conflict and perplexity call 
for the exercise of trust in God and for 
that firmness which develops power. 

Help in Daily Living, 41–45.

Many who are qualified to do excellent work 
accomplish little because they attempt little. 
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From the Desk of Pastor John J. Grosboll

August 2017

Letters
Your

Crossword Puzzle (p. 21) Answers

Dear Friend,
Our mission is to take the three angels’ messages to the world. This is 

the reason that God raised up the second advent movement. It is always 
thrilling to read about the forward thrust of evangelism around the 
world. Being a realist, I know that most of God’s people today will not 
be missionaries in foreign lands and because of their limited sphere of 
influence, many wonder what they can do to further God’s final work in 
the world. But are we overlooking opportunities that the Lord does put 
in our pathway?

If we pray and ask the Lord to open the way for us, He will guide us to 
people that we can help. A few months ago, while a long way from home I 
had a flat tire. Vehicles were going past me at over 60 miles per hour and I 
decided that it was too dangerous to attempt to change the tire by the side 
of the road. I saw a driveway into a farm a few feet away so I pulled into 
it to change the tire. I was having trouble jacking up the vehicle when the 
owner of the property with some of his young workers drove up and helped 
me. They not only supplied a more powerful jack, but also checked the air 
pressure in the other tires to be sure that they were okay. 

It was obvious from the expensive equipment that the farm was prosper-
ous and the owner told me he had owned since the 1930s. After thanking 
him for the help I decided to bring back for their family a copy of the book 
The Desire of Ages. 

A few days ago, I was out that way again so took the book. Nobody 
answered my knock at either the front or back door, so I started walking 
toward where I thought they may be working. Bumping into one of the 
young men I explained how I had so appreciated their kindness to me and 
that I wanted to say thank you in a tangible way and laid the book on the 
passenger side seat in his pick-up. He seemed pleased upon receiving it. I 
do not know who will read the book but I know that the Holy Spirit will 
guide that person to it. 

Who are you in contact with that you can witness to? Ask the Lord and 
He will arrange for you to meet people who are susceptible to truth.

Your brother in witnessing,

John J. Grosboll

“Thank you for your spiritual magazine. 
You have some wonderful Christian 
writers.” 
 —NB, Maine 

“Your DVD and CD mailings to me 
are an incredible blessing! I have 
decided to leave them around various 
places, hoping the Lord can use them 
to bring people to Christ.”      
 —RM, New Jersey

 
“We are always blessed by the plain 
truths in your publications which were 
handed to us by our church leaders for 
the past few years. … We have more 
than 20 churches in the outer islands 
who are earnestly requesting for your 
magazines thus we feel it is our duty to 
help make this possible.”    
 —DA, Vanuatu
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By Lynette Golia

Nature

Living quiet lives under the cover 
of darkness, they may go un-

noticed in the garden, but will be at 
last realized by the shiny slime trail 
they leave on the surface over which 
they have crawled and the flower or 
vegetable plants that are no more.

Land snail is the common name 
for terrestrial gastropod mollusks 
that have shells (those without 
shells are known as slugs). Gastro-
pods belong to the phylum Mol-
lusca, a classification of invertebrate 
animals with a soft unsegmented 
body, sometimes covered with an 
exoskeleton or shell, including 
clams, oysters, squid, among others. 

Gastropods range second only be-
hind insects, numbering more than 
60,000 species.

The snails’ shell has its start dur-
ing embryonic development, grow-
ing layer by layer as cells located on 
the lip opening release a calcium 
carbonate material. A liquid at first, 
it gradually hardens. During the 

early stages, the shell undergoes a 
complicated action, known as tor-
sion, that twists its position from 
the rear to forward-facing. Torsion 
to the right (most common) or to 
the left gives shells a characteristic 
spiral and is specific to each species. 
A snail’s age is determined by total-
ing the number of spiral rings on its 

shell. Each year, a new spiral 
ring grows on a snail’s shell, 
referred to as a whorl.

In motion, a snail is a 
thing of graceful beauty. Its 

sinuous body, varying 
in color from gray 
to silver, glides 

along without 
visible effort on its 

“suction cup” underside 
lubricated by mucus ex-

creted from the foot. Tiny 
muscles contract in a rhyth-

mic succession of waves that 
move down the ventral of the 

foot, thus propelling the fragile 
body forward. Wherever they go, 

snails lay a protective carpet under 
themselves, leaving behind a color-

less, sticky discharge that shimmers 
silver in the light. So effective is this 
coating that snails have been in-
duced to crawl along the sharp edge 
of a razor blade without a cut.

Most land snails bear one or two 
pairs of tentacles on their head. The 
eyes are carried on the upper set of 
tentacles, called ommatophores or 
“eye-stalks.” The lower set of tenta-
cles act as olfactory organs. Both sets 

of tentacles are retractable, quickly 
withdrawn at a hint of danger. 
Muscles are used to withdraw them; 
blood pressure extends them.

A snail breaks up its food using 
the radula (tongue) inside its mouth. 
The radula is a chitinous ribbon-like 
structure equipped with up to 25,600 
microscopic teeth. With this the 
snail scrapes at food, which is then 
transferred to the digestive tract. In 
a very quiet setting, a large land snail 
can be heard ‘crunching’ its food, the 
radula tearing away at the surface of 
the food the snail is eating. 

The brain is very simple compared 
to other animals. Still, the snail is 
capable of associative learning and 
can form long-term memories. Ac-
cording to surprised neuroscientists 
studying long-term memory, the 
only thing limiting snails’ learning 
ability is the limited number of neu-
rons in their brain. Otherwise, their 
cellular and molecular processes are 
almost exactly like that of humans.

Snails close themselves up for 
protection from a predator, to escape 
weather too hot, too cold, too dry, 
or to take a rest. They can take short 
naps or spend days huddled behind 
a thin curtain of mucilage. Desert 
snails may doze off for as long as 
three or four years.

The snail carries his dwelling with 
him, and retires within it in time of 
danger. “For in the time of trouble 
He shall hide me in His pavilion: in 
the secret of His tabernacle shall He 
hide me” (Psalm 27:5). 

Snail
    The 
Graceful



           

There are many people in the world today living in darkness feeling distressed and hopeless who do 
not experience the love of God. Praise is a powerful weapon to deal with depression. Choose light 
and praise God who will walk with you through those difficulties and trials. 

August Sermon of the Month

No Fear in Love
By John J. Grosboll All who have donated in the past 

month will automatically receive 
this Sermon of the Month free 
of charge.  

Advent Books

Thirteenth  
Sabbath Offering

Advent Books was established in 1996 by Jonathan 
Bennett with the mission statement, “To bring the 

book The Great Controversy to every home within the 
United Kingdom, so all may have opportunity to know 
the truth in relation to world events. …” 

The whole of the United Kingdom—England, 
Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales has received a 
leaflet or card advertising The Great Controversy. Praise 
the Lord! The most recent mailing was 1.25 million 
cards to mostly London. What a work!  

One family was early for an appointment and used 
the extra time to go door to door with the tracts they 

kept in their vehicle for such an opportunity. “The 
record of wasted moments and unimproved opportuni-
ties must be met when the judgment shall sit and the 
books shall be opened and everyone shall be judged 
according to the things written in the books.” Testimo-
nies, vol. 4, 453.

Pray for this work and for the work of the Holy 
Spirit as these books are mailed. If you want to help 
with any of the mission projects for this quarter (work 
in Fiji, the Great Controversy distribution, and two 
projects in Mexico) mark your offering 3rd quarter 13th 
Sabbath offering. May we be faithful to help.

www.adventbooks.org

The Great Controversy books in the Advent Books 
warehouse before distribution.



      
       

By Sandra Mulchin

I remember growing up in the 
1950s–1960s in Australia when 

camp meeting was the highlight 
of the Adventist year. Thousands 
of families would leave their 
homes and set up house in the 
perfectly organized rows of tents 
that surrounded the big tent 
at the campground. The tents 
became our homes for the next 
ten days. We looked forward 
to meeting up again with our 
neighbors for the week as most 
families chose the same street 
and tent number each year. Oh, 
it was so exciting! Living in tents 
reminded us of the children of 
Israel living in their booths at the 
Feast of Tabernacles.

Speakers were brought in from 
overseas to share messages of 
hope and encouragement to be 
intentional in our work for the 
Lord. Children sat in awe as they 
listened to the missionaries like 
Eric B. Hare as they shared their 
experiences in foreign lands.

We may not have had thou-
sands at Steps to Life camp 
meeting this year but the atmo-
sphere was the same as our guests 
reacquainted themselves with 

old friends and embraced those 
whom they met for the first time. 
Some people even braved the 
elements in tents and the Lord 
blessed us with delightful weather. 
There was a sweet spirit as believ-
ers in Jesus shared their experi-
ences and worshiped together.

All were blessed as the speak-
ers urged upon the congregation 
the lateness of earth’s history 
and encouraged the study of the 
Word so as not to be deceived by 
false doctrine and be able to give 
an answer for what we believe. 
We were excited to hear updates 
of ongoing missionary projects. 
Today, no one need leave his own 
country to be a missionary for 
there are souls living all around 
us who are in spiritual darkness 
and need of the hope that only 
comes by knowing Jesus.

As usual, the staff provided 
delicious vegan food which was 
enjoyed by all.

The highlight of the camp is al-
ways a baptism. Seven ladies pub-
licly committed their lives to Jesus 
and decided to turn away from 
their old lives and come up out of 
the water of baptism new creatures 

in Jesus after which we celebrated 
the Lord’s supper together. Praise 
Him for His goodness!

We look forward to Jesus 
coming in the clouds to take us 
to our eternal home where we 
will meet together, not just once 
a year at camp meeting, but every 
Sabbath where the saints from 
all ages will gather around the 
throne of God to worship Him 
and His dear Son who made it 
possible by His sacrifice for us to 
enter the holy courts and come 
boldly and reverently before our 
Heavenly Father.

Ellen White wrote, “Properly 
conducted, the camp-meeting 
is a school where pastors, elders, 
and deacons can learn to do 
more perfect work for the Mas-
ter. It should be a school where 
the members of the church, old 
and young, are given opportunity 
to learn the way of the Lord 
more perfectly, a place where 
believers can receive an educa-
tion that will help them to help 
others.” Testimonies, vol. 6, 49.

Recordings of the camp 
meetings can be purchased from 
Steps to Life.

2017 Camp Meeting
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LifestyleQ&A

What is that “standard against him” in Isaiah 59:19?

A n s w e r

Q u e s t i o nQ u e s t i o n    

“… When the enemy shall come in like a 
flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a stan-
dard against him” (Isaiah 59:19, last part).

This is the Spirit of the Lord lifting up that 
heavenly standard in and through you. “The stan-
dard which He uplifts is His law. …” This Day 
With God, 199.

“Angels of God moved upon the hearts of 
Martin Luther, Melanchthon, and others in dif-
ferent places, and caused them to thirst for the 
living testimony of the word of God. The enemy 
had come in like a flood, and the standard must 
be raised against him. Luther was the one chosen 
to breast the storm, stand up against the ire of a 
fallen church, and strengthen the few who were 
faithful to their holy profession. He was ever 
fearful of offending God. He tried through works 
to obtain His favor, but was not satisfied until a 
gleam of light from heaven drove the darkness 
from his mind and led him to trust, not in works, 
but in the merits of the blood of Christ. He could 
then come to God for himself, not through popes 
or confessors, but through Jesus Christ alone.” 
Early Writings, 222, 223.

“In the daily life you will meet with sudden 
surprises, disappointments, and temptations. 

What saith the word? ‘Resist the devil,’ by firm 
reliance upon God, ‘and he will flee from you. 
Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you’ 
(James 4:7, 8). ‘Let him take hold of My strength, 
that he may make peace with Me; and he shall 
make peace with Me’ (Isaiah 27:5). Look unto 
Jesus at all times and in all places, offering a silent 
prayer from a sincere heart that you may know 
how to do His will. Then when the enemy comes 
in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord will lift up 
a standard for you against the enemy. When you 
are almost ready to yield, to lose patience and 
self-control, to be hard and denunciatory, to find 
fault and accuse—this is the time for you to send 
to heaven the prayer, ‘Help me, O God, to resist 
temptation, to put all bitterness and wrath and 
evilspeaking out of my heart. Give me Thy meek-
ness, Thy lowliness, Thy long-suffering, and Thy 
love. …’ ”  The Adventist Home, 214.  

“… angels are round about those who are willing 
to be taught in divine things; and in the time of 
great necessity they will bring to their remembrance 
the very truths which are needed. Thus ‘when the 
enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the 
Lord shall lift up a standard against him’ (Isaiah 
59:19).” The Great Controversy, 600.
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By Judy Hallingstad

Health

In the early 1800s, Priessnitz, while watching his grazing 

flock, noticed a wounded doe, injured by hunters, wade 

into the calm backflow waters of a mountain brook. The fol-

lowing gives us a history of how his curiosity changed his life.

“He wondered as the doe limped away and disappeared 

in the forest. That night he decided there must be a reason 

for a wounded animal to seek water to lave [wash, bathe] its 

wounds. Perhaps instinct was stronger than reason. He would 

return the next day. He did. 

cold
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A method or system of cold water treatment 
brought help to thousands.

LM

“Sure enough the doe returned to 
the eddying water at about the same 
time. It stood silently, without a move, 
and then after awhile limped to the 
bank and disappeared in the deep 
foliage of the forest once more. For 
two weeks the lad Vincent Priessnitz 
returned daily to his vantage point 
and watched. For two weeks the 
wounded doe returned and bathed its 
injured leg in the brook. Each day the 
deer walked better and finally scam-
pered out of the water on the last day 
to return no more.

“Before his very eyes he had seen 
a badly injured deer healed with cool 
sparkling brook water. Vincent Priess-
nitz never forgot that experience.

“Some years later Priessnitz was 
injured severely hauling cord wood. 
Night stole upon him, as did a heavy 
snow storm. His team bolted through 
a gulch. The load slipped and his ribs 
were crushed.

“But while he lay there he had time 
to reflect on what to do. A doctor was 
out of the question on a night like 
that. No help was forthcoming. Some-
how he managed to get home.

“No, he could not soak his injured 
ribs in water as the deer had done 
with its leg. He conceived the idea of 
wrapping the injured ribs with pieces 
of his torn shirt soaked in cold water. 
This relieved him. He continued to 
apply cold wet wrappings and in due 
course his ribs were free from pain 
and healed.

“The news of his accomplishment 
spread. When a neighbor became 
injured he called for the young man 
who healed with water. Requests for aid 
became more frequent and further from 
home, and his experience grew apace.

“He gave the matter of his dis-
covery, which had meant so much to 
himself and others much thought. He 
tried various applications with varying 
degrees of success. Empirically by 

trial and error he evolved a method or 
system of cold water treatment that 
brought help to thousands.

“He opened a modest place where 
people could stay. In a matter of 
months it became the haven of the 
sick. His fame spread to every corner 
of the globe. He treated prince and 
pauper alike. The medical big wigs of 
the day protested and closed his doors. 
To his patients, called to the center of 
the square, he said, ‘be undismayed. If 
they will not let me use water we shall 
find a cure in air.’

“He was persecuted and pros-
ecuted. By trickery and scheming the 
medical fraternity sought to discredit 
him. The people who had been healed 
were evidence against any wrong 

doing he was accused of. The final 
gesture was the claim that the water 
was drugged. The State found he used 
only pure mountain water.

“To end all persecution the State 
decreed that no one should ever mo-
lest him, that he be permitted to heal 
the sick as he had been doing.

“Grafenberg became a shrine for 
the ill. People traveled to it from 
all over the world. Some of the best 
records we have came from the pen of 
Americans who crossed the ocean to 
take the ‘cure.’

“In 1842, twelve hundred patients 
from all over the world visited and 
were cared for at his institution at 
Grafenberg. During the years 1849, 
1850 and 1851, the number of patients 
rose to as high as fourteen hundred, 
and came from as many as thirty 

different countries, such was his 
fame. …

“Priessnitz’s work was absorbed by 
other systems which followed as the 
Kneipp and Bilz system and so on, 
until we find at the turn of the twenti-
eth century an American Hydro-ther-
apy fostered by the genius of the late 
John Harvey Kellogg of Battle Creek 
Sanitarium fame. …” The Cold Water 
Cure, pg i, ii, by Vincent Priessnitz, 
1843.  Reprinted by Kessinger Publish-
ing’s Rare Reprints.

There are instances in the Spirit of 
Prophecy where water treatments were 
used. Here are several:

“I am generally up hours before 
any other member of my family. On 
rising I build my fire, take a bath in 

cold water before the fire, and then, 
after my praying season, take my pen 
in hand and, from two o’clock until 
seven, write many pages. We have 
family prayers just before breakfast, 
which is at half past seven. I generally 
retire at seven o’clock in the evening.” 
Manuscript Releases, vol. 14, 259.  

“If you feel that you must eat at 
night, take a drink of cold water, and 
in the morning you will feel much 
better for not having eaten.” Counsels 
on Diet and Foods, 177.

“Do not sit in a meeting with cold 
feet. If the feet are cold, wash them in 
cold water, and then dry them thor-
oughly. You will find that the blood 
will thus be called from the head to the 
limbs.” Sermons and Talks, vol. 2, 142.

Amazing what a little water can do. 
Praise God for all of His blessings! 
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Revelation

Continued from page 22

Salvation

The Life 
Sketches 
Series

The Called
By John J. Grosboll

The New Testament teaches that all 
Israel will be saved, but the ques-

tion is, Whom does God account as 
being part of Israel today? The apostle 
Paul said that not everyone who thinks 
he is part of Israel really is. 

In the first part of the Bible, the 
Torah, written by Moses, tells the 
children of Israel of the curses, the 
awful things that will happen to them 
if they are not obedient. We read in 
Deuteronomy 28, verses 36 and 37, 
“The Lord will bring you and the king 
whom you set over you to a nation 
which neither you nor your fathers 
have known, and there you shall serve 

other gods—wood and stone. And 
you shall become an astonishment, a 
proverb, and a byword among all na-
tions where the Lord will drive you.” 
He goes on to explain in more detail 
what is going to happen. These curses 
that were pronounced by Moses upon 
the children of Israel, if they would 
not be obedient, were fulfilled. 

“All the leaders of the priests and 
the people transgressed more and 
more, according to all the abomina-
tions of the nations, and defiled the 
house of the Lord which He had con-
secrated in Jerusalem. And the Lord 
God of their fathers sent warnings 

to them by His messengers, rising up 
early and sending them, because He 
had compassion on His people and on 
His dwelling place. But they mocked 
the messengers of God, despised His 
words, and scoffed at His prophets, 
until the wrath of the Lord arose 
against His people, till there was no 
remedy. Therefore He brought against 
them the king of the Chaldeans, who 
killed their young men with the sword 
in the house of their sanctuary, and 
had no compassion on young man 
or virgin, on the aged or the weak; 
He gave them all into his hand” (2 
Chronicles 36:14–17).
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We know that many are called, but how many 
are chosen? Not everyone who thinks he is part 
of Israel really is. 

Salvation

Verses 19, 20: “They burned the 
house of God, broke down the wall 
of Jerusalem, burned all its palaces 
with fire, and destroyed all its precious 
possessions. And those who escaped 
from the sword he carried away to 
Babylon, where they became servants 
to him and his sons until the rule of 
the kingdom of Persia.”

The reason for this is that the words 
of Jeremiah the prophet would be ful-
filled. Jeremiah predicted that Israel 
would be taken captive to Babylon 
and they would stay there for 70 years, 
before coming back again. In other 
words, a whole generation would pass. 
It would be their children and grand-
children that would be able to return 
to the land of their fathers, on condi-
tion that they would be obedient and 
not go again into idolatry. 

One of the people that was taken 
from Judah into the land of Babylon 
was a young man by the name of 
Daniel, who wrote a book in the Old 
Testament bearing his name; Daniel 
lived to be a very old man, until the 
end of this 70 year period. In Daniel 
9:2 it says, “In the first year of his 
reign,” referring to Darius the Mede, 
“I, Daniel, understood by the books 
the number of the years specified 
by the word of the Lord through 
Jeremiah the prophet, that he would 
accomplish seventy years in the deso-
lations of Jerusalem.”

Daniel knew that these 70 years 
were about up, and he began to pray 
a long prayer, starting in verse 4: “I 
prayed to the Lord … and said, ‘… we 
have sinned and committed iniquity, 
we have done wickedly and rebelled, 
even by departing from Your precepts 
and Your judgments.’ ” He notes in 
verse 7 that they have been unfaith-
ful. As he continues his long prayer of 
confession on behalf of the children of 
Israel, in verses 8 through 14, he prays, 
“We have sinned against You.” “We 

have rebelled.” “We have not obeyed 
the voice of the Lord.” “All Israel has 
transgressed.” “We have not obeyed 
His voice.” He concludes in verse 15 
with “We have done wickedly.” He 
makes a long prayer of confession on 
behalf of all the children of Israel, 
God’s chosen people, the descendants 
of Abraham and those that have ac-
cepted the faith of Abraham. 

In answer to his prayer, an angel 
was sent from heaven. In the latter 
part of Daniel 9 it is recorded, “While 
I was speaking, praying, and confess-
ing my sin and the sin of my people 
Israel, and presenting my supplication 

before the Lord my God for the holy 
mountain of my God, yes, while I was 
speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, 
whom I had seen in the vision at the 
beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, 
reached me about the time of the 
evening offering” (verses 20, 21). 

This angel, Gabriel, in answer to 
Daniel’s prayer, had a special message 
and prophecy to give to him. He says, 
in verse 23, “At the beginning of your 
supplications the command went out, 
and I have come to tell you, for you 
are greatly beloved; therefore consider 
the matter, and understand the vision” 
(of the 2300 days). Verse 24, first part, 
says, “Seventy weeks are determined 
[cut off] for your people and for your 
holy city, to finish the transgression,” 
or it could also be translated, “to finish 
the rebellion.”

Daniel mentions several times in 
his prayer about their lack of obedi-
ence and because of this they had 
been taken captive, Jerusalem was 
destroyed, and it was a reproach and 
a byword to all the peoples of the 
earth. They said that these people 
claim to be God’s special people and 
look, they are scattered as prisoners 
of war, as servants and slaves all over 
the earth, and their nation is desolate. 
Their capital city and their temple is 
desolate. In Daniel’s prayer, he noted 
that the Lord had promised that their 
captivity would last for 70 years. Since 
the 70 years were about up, he won-

dered what was going to happen.
The angel said, “Seventy weeks 

are determined,” or cut off, “for your 
people and for your holy city, to finish 
the transgression …” in other words, 
to bring to an end the rebellion, “…
to make an end of sins, to make 
reconciliation for iniquity, to bring in 
everlasting righteousness” (verse 24, 
second part).

It was during this 70 week period 
that everlasting righteousness was to 
be brought in. Everlasting righteous-
ness can only be brought in by God 
Himself. The Bible is very clear that 
you and I do not have any righteous-
ness of our own. As the result of 
the sin of our first parents, we have 
a sinful nature and cannot gener-
ate righteousness. The only way that 
we can have righteousness is if it is 
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brought to us by somebody else who 
does not have a sinful depraved nature 
like we do. 

In the 70 week prophecy, the angel 
predicts that during these 70 weeks, 
that everlasting righteousness is going 
to be brought in and the rebellion is to 
be finished. It says, “To bring in ev-
erlasting righteousness, to seal up the 
vision and prophecy, and to anoint the 
Most Holy” (verse 24, last part). “Know 
therefore and understand, that from 
the going forth of the command to re-
store and build Jerusalem, until Mes-
siah the Prince, there shall be seven 
weeks and sixty-two weeks; the street 
shall be built again, and the wall, even 
in troublesome times” (verse 25).

This is one of the more astound-
ing prophecies in all of the Bible. The 
angel says to Daniel, “From the time 
that the decree goes forth …,” in other 
words, from the time that the decree 
is implemented to restore and rebuild 
Jerusalem, until Messiah the Prince is 
going to be seven weeks and three-
score and two weeks (or sixty-nine 
prophetic weeks). Sixty-nine weeks is 
four hundred and eighty-three days. 
That would be between one and two 
years of literal time. But when we 
study the prophecy carefully, by com-
paring it with Daniel 7 and 8, and the 
prophecies in Ezekiel and Numbers, 
we see that the angel is using a com-
mon symbolic usage of the word time 
as is done with other prophets. 

For example, Ezekiel is told in 
Ezekiel chapter 4:4–6, literal transla-
tion, “Lie on your left side, and lay the 

iniquity of the house of Israel upon 
it. According to the number of the 
days that you lie on it, you shall bear 
their iniquity. For I have laid on you 
the years of their iniquity, according 
to the number of days, three hundred 
and ninety days; so you shall bear the 
iniquity of the house of Israel. And 
when you have completed them, lie 
again on your right side; then you 
shall bear the iniquity of the house of 
Judah, forty days. I have laid on you 
a day for a year.” Notice, every day in 
the prophecy equals a year of literal 
time. This is a common symbolic 
usage of the word time in both the 
books of Daniel and Revelation. In 
fact, when we start computing it this 

way, we find the prophecy works out 
exactly. If you do not use this measur-
ing stick, then the prophecy not only 
doesn’t work out, but it doesn’t make 
any sense.  

But when you use the measuring 
stick of one day of prophetic time 
to equal one year of literal time, the 
prophecy works out perfectly. There 
are differences between calendars 
among the different nations and 
ancient nations, but we will convert 
the time into our time and we use 
AD and BC. BC was the time before 
Christ, and AD is the time after 
Christ. We are living about 2,000 
years after the beginning of time 
when Christ came. 

When we go back to when this de-
cree was issued, when it was implement-
ed to go and restore Jerusalem, we find 
that it was in the later part of 457 BC. 

If you are using simply literal time, 
then you should be looking for the 
Christ, the Messiah, to come approxi-
mately sometime in 455 BC. However, 
nobody appeared in 455 BC. But, if 
you use the prophetic measuring stick 
for prophetic time, and a symbolic 
time prophecy of a day of prophetic 
time equaling a year of literal time, 
you will be astonished at what you 
come up with, because, in the New 
Testament, we find in Luke the 3rd 
chapter, the exact time when Jesus was 
baptized. It was at His baptism that 
He was anointed with the Holy Spirit 
and with power. You can read about it 
in Acts 10:38. 

When we look in Luke 3 we find 
that it happened in the 15th year of 
Tiberius Caesar, which began in the 
fall of AD 27. If you go from the 
fall of 457 BC, which was when the 
decree was implemented to restore and 
rebuild Jerusalem, until the time when 
Jesus was anointed; in other words, 
when He became the Anointed One, 
the Messiah, then you have a period 
of exactly sixty-nine weeks or four 
hundred and eighty-three years. 

Mark 1:14, 15 says, “Now after 
John was put in prison, Jesus came to 
Galilee preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom of God, and saying, ‘The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God is at hand. Repent, and believe 
the gospel.’ ” Daniel 9:25 had just been 
fulfilled. The Messiah had arrived, but 
for how long? In Daniel 9:26, it says, 
“After the sixty-two weeks Messiah 
shall be cut off.” There were 7 weeks 
and then 62 weeks, for a total of 483 
days, or 483 literal years, which brings 
us to AD 27 in the fall when Jesus was 
baptized, recorded in Luke 3. 

But then after that time it says that 
the Messiah was to be cut off, but not 
for Himself. “Then He [the Messiah] 
shall confirm the covenant with many 
for one week.” That’s the 70th week. 

Sometimes the Lord teaches us by what He says 
and sometimes He teaches us by what He does. 



33August 2017   .   LANDMARKS

Salvation

“But in the middle of the week He 
shall bring an end to sacrifice and 
offering” (verse 27), a week would be 
7 years, the middle of the week would 
be 3 ½ years.

Did Jesus bring an end to sacrifice 
and offering, at the end of 3 ½ years 
after He was baptized? Yes, He did. 
Notice what it says in Hebrews 10:11–
14: “Every priest stands ministering 
daily and offering repeatedly the same 
sacrifices, which can never take away 
sins. But this Man, after He had of-
fered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat 
down at the right hand of God, from 
that time waiting till His enemies are 
made His footstool. For by one of-
fering He has perfected forever those 
who are being sanctified.” 

Verse 18: “Now where there is remis-
sion of these, there is no longer an 
offering for sin.” Jesus came and offered 
one sacrifice. It is by this sacrifice that 
people are saved. After this, there is no 
more offering for sin. That one sacrifice 
is sufficient to take away the sins of all 
those who believe in Him.

So, when Jesus offered His life upon 
the cross of Calvary as an offering for 
sin, that brought an end to sacrifices 
and offerings. Sometimes the Lord 
teaches us by what He says and some-
times He teaches us by what He does. 

It says, in Matthew 27:50, 51, “Jesus 
cried out again with a loud voice and 
yielded up His spirit. Then, behold, 
the veil of the temple was torn in two 
from top to bottom; and the earth 
quaked, and the rocks were split.” 
“The veil of the temple was torn in 
two.” What did that represent? Oh, 
friend, that showed that the way into 
the holy places of the heavenly sanctu-
ary were now open to the believers, 
and the earthly sanctuary and the 
sacrifices of lambs, and goats, and 
bullocks had no more value, as Paul 
explains in Hebrews 10. The true 
Sacrifice had come. That happened in 

the middle of the 70th prophetic week, 
exactly 3 1/2 years after Jesus’ baptism. 
As you follow Jesus’ life there, you 
will find the first Passover after His 
baptism would have been the Passover 
in AD 28 (see John 2). 

The 2nd Passover after His baptism 
would have been the Passover when 
Jesus went to the Jews and they had 
the huge argument in John 5. It’s very 
clear there that it was a feast of the 
Jews and this feast occurred after John 
4, which had occurred just 4 months 
before harvest time. 

Remember, Passover was harvest 
time. If you go then to the 3rd Passover 
after Jesus’ baptism, then you are at 
John 6, the feeding of the 5,000. That 
would be AD 30. And the 4th Passover 
after the baptism of Jesus was the 
time when He was crucified, during 
Passover time in AD 31, exactly as 
predicted in Daniel 9. 

Jesus is the majesty of heaven. He 
is part of the Godhead. He is the 
One that made everything. What is 

going to happen to the people who 
won’t accept His lordship? They will 
not accept Him as the Messiah; they 
will not accept Him as their religious 
leader; they will not accept Him at all. 

The details of Jesus’ life in this 
world were predicted throughout the 
Old Testament by the various proph-
ets. For example, Daniel predicted 
when He would become the Messiah. 
We just read about that in Daniel 9. 
Micah predicted that He would be 
born, in Bethlehem (see Micah 5:2). 
Isaiah predicted where He would have 
the largest part of His ministry in 
Galilee (see Isaiah 9). Isaiah also pre-
dicted that He would be rejected by 
the Jewish people (see Isaiah 53; Psalm 
69). His death on the cross was also 
predicted (see Psalm 22). The various 
details of Jesus’ life were all predicted. 

What happens, then, to people, 
even God’s chosen people, if they 
reject God Himself, if they reject 
the Prince of Heaven, the Majesty of 
Heaven? (See Matthew 21:33–39.) It 

The Jewish leaders’ opposition to the gospel, their opposition to the idea of Jesus Christ 
being the Messiah, became so vehement, so fierce, and so bitter.
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is a very interesting parable about the 
wicked vine dressers. The vine dress-
ers represented the Jewish leaders, 
and the Son of the householder whom 
they killed represented Jesus Christ. 
The others that they killed represented 
the prophets and servants that had 
been sent to them. Verses 40, 41 say, 
“Therefore, when the owner of the 
vineyard comes, what will He do to 
those vinedressers? They said to Him, 
‘He will destroy those wicked men 
miserably, and lease His vineyard to 
other vinedressers who will render to 
Him the fruits in their seasons.’ ”

“Jesus said to them, ‘Have you 
never read in the Scriptures: “The 
stone which the builders rejected, 
[He] has become the chief corner-
stone. This was the Lord’s doing, and 
it is marvelous in our eyes”? ‘There-
fore I say to you, the kingdom of God 
will be taken from you and given 
to a nation bearing the fruits of it’ ” 
(verses 42, 43).

Jesus, talking to God’s chosen 
people said, because you have rejected 
the Messiah, the kingdom of God is 
going to be taken from you, and it is 
going to be given to somebody else. 

Then He says, “And whoever falls 
on this stone will be broken; but on 
whomever it falls, it will grind him to 
powder” (verse 44). When would the 
kingdom of God be taken from them? 

The kingdom of God, even after 
the crucifixion of Jesus, was not taken 
from the Jews right away. The apostles 
went first to Jerusalem to preach the 
gospel to give them even another 
chance. In fact, at Pentecost, Peter is 
talking to the people who are respon-
sible for the crucifixion of Jesus, and 
he tells them, “Repent, and let every 
one of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; 
and you shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). There were 
many Jews who became Christians at 
that point in time, but, unfortunately, 

the majority of the nation did not. The 
leaders did not. In fact, their opposi-
tion to the gospel, their opposition 
to the idea of Jesus Christ being the 
Messiah, became so vehement, so 
fierce, and so bitter, that eventually, 
they came to the end of the line. 

They stoned to death one of the 
Christian leaders. Stephen was the 
first Christian martyr. Before His 
stoning he said to them, “You stiff-
necked and uncircumcised in heart 
and ears! You always resist the Holy 
Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you” 
(Acts 7:51). He accused them of be-
coming the murderers of the Just One 
who was sent to them saying, “And 
they killed those who foretold the 
coming of the Just One, on whom you 
now have become the betrayers and 
murderers” (verse 52). 

He was filled with the Holy Spirit 
and they were so angry that they 
gnashed their teeth and drew him out 
of the temple, and out of the town, 
and stoned him to death. When they 
were doing this, he said, “Look! I see 
the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of 
God” (verse 56)!

O friend, when Jesus is sitting 
down on His throne, that’s one thing, 
but when He stands up, that is a time 
of decision-making, a time of judg-
ment. After that time the gospel went 
to the Gentiles and the Jews as a na-
tion were no longer God’s chosen and 
special people. 
(Unless appearing in quoted references or 
otherwise identified, Bible texts are from 
the New King James Version.)

Pastor John J. Grosboll is Director 
of Steps to Life and pastors the Prai-
rie Meadows Church of Seventh-
day Adventists in Wichita, Kansas. 
He may be contacted by email at: 
historic@stepstolife.org, or by telephone 
at: 316-788-5559.

Stephen was the first Christian martyr. 
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	 August 27 – September 2

Christ Prays for His 
Disciples
Key Text
	 “I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect 
in one; and that the world may know that Thou hast sent Me, 
and hast loved them, as Thou hast loved Me” (John 17:23).

Study Help: The Desire of Ages, 685–690.

Introduction
	 “The knowledge of God as revealed in Christ is the knowledge 
that all who are saved must have.” The Acts of the Apostles, 475.

Sunday 

1 	 RESULTS OF KNOWING CHRIST

a. 		 Having concluded His instructions to the disciples, for 
what did Jesus pray? John 17:1–3.

Note: “The knowledge of God as revealed in Christ is the 
knowledge that all who are saved must have. This is the 
knowledge that works transformation of character. Received 
into the life, it will re-create the soul in the image of Christ. 
This is the knowledge that God invites His children to receive, 
beside which all else is vanity and nothingness.” The Acts of 
the Apostles, 475.

b. 	 Compare Hosea 6:3 with John 17:3 to understand the 
result of knowing Christ.

Note: “ ‘This is life eternal,’ Christ declared, ‘that they might 
know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou 
hast sent’ (John 17:3). These words mean much. It is only by 

knowing Christ that we can know God. The Sent of God calls 
upon all to listen to these words. They are the words of God, 
and all should give heed to them; for by them they will be 
judged. To know Christ savingly is to be vitalized by spiritual 
knowledge, to practise [sic] His words. Without this, all else 
is valueless.” The Signs of the Times, January 27, 1898.

Monday 

2 	 PREPARATION OF SUCCESSORS

a. 		 Concerning the words of Christ, what conviction did the 
disciples reach as a result of their association with Him? 
John 7:17; 17:7.

b. 	 What did Jesus then declare about the belief of the 
apostles? John 17:8. How do these words apply to us today?

Note: “[John 17:3, 8 quoted.] Here is the work laid before us, 
to be representatives of Christ, as He in our world was the 
representative of the Father. We are to teach the words given 
us in the lessons of Christ. … We are in the antitypical day of 
atonement, and not only are we to humble our hearts before 
God and confess our sins but we are, by all our educating talent, 
to seek to instruct those with whom we are brought in contact, 
and to bring them by precept and example to know God and 
Jesus Christ whom He hath sent.” Christian Education, 157.

c. 		 In whose behalf, specifically, did Jesus offer His prayer 
in John 17? John 17:9.

Note: “He [our great High Priest] is making intercession 
for the most lowly, the most oppressed and suffering, for 
the most tried and tempted ones.” The Review and Herald, 
August 15, 1893.
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d. 	 How is Jesus glorified through His disciples? John 17:10, 
11. What is necessary in order for this work to occur?

Note: “Only as they were united with Christ could the 
disciples hope to have the accompanying power of the Holy 
Spirit and the cooperation of angels of heaven. With the help 
of these divine agencies they would present before the world 
a united front and would be victorious in the conflict they 
were compelled to wage unceasingly against the powers of 
darkness. As they should continue to labor unitedly, heavenly 
messengers would go before them, opening the way; hearts 
would be prepared for the reception of truth, and many would 
be won to Christ.” The Acts of the Apostles, 90, 91.

Tuesday 

3 	 UNITED IN CHRIST

a. 		 In the prayer of Christ, what point is repeatedly men-
tioned as essential for the church? John 17:21–23.

Note: “He [Christ] prays that His disciples may be one, even 
as He and the Father are one; and this unity of believers is to 
be as testimony to the world that He has sent us, and that we 
bear the evidence of His grace.
	 “We are to be brought into a sacred nearness with the 
world’s Redeemer. We are to be one with Christ, as He is one 
with the Father. What a wonderful change the people of God 
experience in coming into unity with the Son of God! We are 
to have our tastes, inclinations, ambitions, and passions all 
subdued, and brought into harmony with the mind and spirit 
of Christ. This is the very work that the Lord is willing to do 
for those who believe in Him. Our life and deportment are 
to have a molding power in the world. The spirit of Christ is 
to have a controlling influence over the life of His followers, 
so that they will speak and act like Jesus.” The Review and 
Herald, July 2, 1889.

b. 	 How can church unity be achieved and maintained? 
1 John 1:7.

Note: “A union of believers with Christ will as a natural result 
lead to a union with one another, which bond of union is the 
most enduring upon earth. We are one in Christ, as Christ 
is one with the Father. Christians are branches, and only 
branches, in the living Vine. One branch is not to borrow its 
sustenance from another. Our life must come from the parent 
vine. It is only by personal union with Christ, by communion 
with Him daily, hourly, that we can bear the fruits of the Holy 
Spirit.” Testimonies, vol. 5, 47, 48.
	 “The success of our work depends upon our love to God and 
our love to our fellowmen. When there is harmonious action 
among the individual members of the church, when there is 
love and confidence manifested by brother to brother, there 
will be proportionate force and power in our work for the 
salvation of men. Oh, how greatly we need a moral renovation! 
Without the faith that works by love, you can do nothing. May 
the Lord give you hearts to receive this testimony.” 
Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, 188.

Wednesday 

4 	 NOT OF THE WORLD

a. 		 What does Christ say concerning His disciples and the 
world? John 17:13, 14; 1 John 2:15; James 4:4.

Note: “The early Christians were indeed a peculiar people. 
Their blameless deportment and unswerving faith were a 
continual reproof that disturbed the sinner’s peace. Though 
few in numbers, without wealth, position, or honorary titles, 
they were a terror to evildoers wherever their character and 
doctrines were known. Therefore they were hated by the 
wicked, even as Abel was hated by the ungodly Cain. For the 
same reason that Cain slew Abel, did those who sought to 
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throw off the restraint of the Holy Spirit, put to death God’s 
people. It was for the same reason that the Jews rejected and 
crucified the Saviour—because the purity and holiness of 
His character was a constant rebuke to their selfishness and 
corruption. From the days of Christ until now His faithful 
disciples have excited the hatred and opposition of those who 
love and follow the ways of sin.” The Great Controversy, 46.

b. 	 What is God’s plan for His children as far as the influ-
ences of the world are concerned? John 17:15, 16.

Note: “By His own example the Saviour has shown that His 
followers can be in the world and yet not of the world. He 
came not to partake of its delusive pleasures, to be swayed by 
its customs, and to follow its practices, but to do His Father’s 
will, to seek and save the lost. With this object before him 
the Christian may stand uncontaminated in any surroundings. 
Whatever his station or circumstances, exalted or humble, 
he will manifest the power of true religion in the faithful 
performance of duty.” The Acts of the Apostles, 467.
	 “It is impossible for any to discern the truth while the world 
has their affections. The world comes between them and God, 
beclouding the vision and benumbing the sensibilities to such a 
degree that it is impossible for them to discern sacred things.” 
Testimonies, vol. 1, 530, 531.

Thursday 

5 	 THAT WE MAY KNOW HIM

a. 		 Whom else did Christ include in His mediatory prayer? 
John 17:20.

Note: “All that Christ was to the disciples, He desires to be 
to His children today; for in that last prayer, with the little 
band of disciples gathered about Him, He said, ‘Neither pray 
I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on Me 
through their word’ (John 17:20).” Steps to Christ, 75.

b. 	 What assurance do we have that Christ’s watchcare, 
through the Holy Spirit, is over us today? John 14:16.

Note: “The words spoken to the disciples are spoken also to 
us. The Comforter is ours as well as theirs. The Spirit furnishes 
the strength that sustains striving, wrestling souls in every 
emergency, amidst the hatred of the world, and the realization 
of their own failures and mistakes. In sorrow and affliction, 
when the outlook seems dark and the future perplexing, and 
we feel helpless and alone—these are the times when, in an-
swer to the prayer of faith, the Holy Spirit brings comfort to 
the heart.” The Acts of the Apostles, 51.

c. 		 What desire did Jesus manifest in behalf of His people 
at the end of His prayer? John 17:24.

Friday 

PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1 		  What can I do to promote unity among the believers?
2 		  How can I benefit from Christ’s prayer in behalf of His 

disciples?
3 		  In what ways can I develop a deeper knowledge of the 

name of God?
4 		 Explain Christ’s saying: “They are not of this world.”
5 		  What can I do to glorify Christ more fully?

When there is love and confidence manifested by brother to brother, 
there will be proportionate force and power in our work for the 
salvation of men.
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	 September 3 – 9

Gethsemane
Key Text
	 “Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the 
sheath: the cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not 
drink it” (John 18:11)?

Study Help: The Desire of Ages, 690–697.

Introduction
	 “The awful moment had come—that moment which was to 
decide the destiny of the world. The fate of humanity trembled 
in the balance.” The Desire of Ages, 690.

Sunday 

1 	 IN GETHSEMANE

a. 		 When He finished His intercessory prayer, where did 
Jesus go with His disciples, and with what purpose? John 
18:1; Matthew 26:36.

Note: “In company with His disciples, the Saviour slowly 
made His way to the garden of Gethsemane. The Passover 
moon, broad and full, shone from a cloudless sky. The city of 
pilgrims’ tents was hushed into silence.
	 “Jesus had been earnestly conversing with His disciples and 
instructing them; but as He neared Gethsemane, He became 
strangely silent. He had often visited this spot for meditation 
and prayer; but never with a heart so full of sorrow as upon 
this night of His last agony.” The Desire of Ages, 685.

b. 	 In appealing to three of His disciples to accompany Him, 
what request did Jesus make, and why? Mark 14:33, 34.

Note: “The working of the vigilant foe in presenting to Christ 
the vast proportions of transgression, caused such poignant 

pain that He felt that He could not remain in the immediate 
presence of any human being. He could not bear that even 
His disciples should witness His agony as He contemplated 
the woe of the world. Even His most dearly loved friends 
must not be in His companionship. The sword of justice was 
unsheathed, and the wrath of God against iniquity rested 
upon man’s substitute, Jesus Christ, the only begotten of the 
Father.” Bible Training School, September 1, 1915.

Monday 

2 	 DEEP ANGUISH

a. 		 What is the essence of Christ’s first prayer in Geth-
semane? Mark 14:35, 36.

Note: “Christ was now standing in a different attitude from 
that in which He had ever stood before. His suffering can best 
be described in the words of the prophet, ‘Awake, O sword, 
against My shepherd, and against the man that is My fellow, 
saith the Lord of hosts’ (Zechariah 13:7). As the substitute 
and surety for sinful man, Christ was suffering under divine 
justice. He saw what justice meant. Hitherto He had been as 
an intercessor for others; now He longed to have an interces-
sor for Himself.
	 “As Christ felt His unity with the Father broken up, He 
feared that in His human nature He would be unable to endure 
the coming conflict with the powers of darkness. In the wilder-
ness of temptation the destiny of the human race had been at 
stake. Christ was then conqueror. Now the tempter had come 
for the last fearful struggle. For this he had been preparing 
during the three years of Christ’s ministry. Everything was 
at stake with him. If he failed here, his hope of mastery was 
lost; the kingdoms of the world would finally become Christ’s; 
he himself would be overthrown and cast out.” The Desire of 
Ages, 686, 687.

b. 	 Returning from His prayer, how did Jesus find His dis-
ciples? What reproof did He give them? Mark 14:37, 38.
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The awful moment had come—that moment which was to 
decide the destiny of the world. The fate of humanity trembled 
in the balance.

Note: “Rising with painful effort, He staggered to the place 
where He had left His companions. But He ‘findeth them 
asleep’ (Matthew 26:40). Had He found them praying, He 
would have been relieved. Had they been seeking refuge in 
God, that satanic agencies might not prevail over them, He 
would have been comforted by their steadfast faith. But they 
had not heeded the repeated warning, ‘Watch and pray’ (verse 
41). At first they had been much troubled to see their Master, 
usually so calm and dignified, wrestling with a sorrow that 
was beyond comprehension. They had prayed as they heard the 
strong cries of the sufferer. They did not intend to forsake their 
Lord, but they seemed paralyzed by a stupor which they might 
have shaken off if they had continued pleading with God. They 
did not realize the necessity of watchfulness and earnest prayer 
in order to withstand temptation.” The Desire of Ages, 688.

Tuesday 

3 	 DEEP ANGUISH (continued)

a. 		 What was Christ’s second prayer, and what were the 
disciples doing? Matthew 26:42, 43. What prophecy was 
then fulfilled? Isaiah 52:14.

Note: “A short time before, Jesus had stood like a mighty 
cedar, withstanding the storm of opposition that spent its fury 
upon Him. Stubborn wills, and hearts filled with malice and 
subtlety, had striven in vain to confuse and overpower Him. 
He stood forth in divine majesty as the Son of God. Now He 
was like a reed beaten and bent by the angry storm. He had ap-
proached the consummation of His work a conqueror, having 
at each step gained the victory over the powers of darkness. As 
one already glorified, He had claimed oneness with God. In 
unfaltering accents He had poured out His songs of praise. He 
had spoken to His disciples in words of courage and tender-
ness. Now had come the hour of the power of darkness. Now 
His voice was heard on the still evening air, not in tones of 
triumph, but full of human anguish. The words of the Saviour 
were borne to the ears of the drowsy disciples, ‘O My Father, 
if this cup may not pass away from Me, except I drink it, Thy 
will be done’ (Matthew 26:42).” The Desire of Ages, 689, 690.

b. 	 How was the Son of God comforted during that critical 
hour? Luke 22:43. With what words had Isaiah proph-
esied of Christ’s anguish and consolation? Isaiah 53:11.

Note: “In this awful crisis, when everything was at stake, when 
the mysterious cup trembled in the hand of the sufferer, the 
heavens opened, a light shone forth amid the stormy dark-
ness of the crisis hour, and the mighty angel who stands in 
God’s presence, occupying the position from which Satan fell, 
came to the side of Christ. The angel came not to take the cup 
from Christ’s hand, but to strengthen Him to drink it, with 
the assurance of the Father’s love. He came to give power to 
the divine-human suppliant. He pointed Him to the open 
heavens, telling Him of the souls that would be saved as the 
result of His sufferings. He assured Him that His Father is 
greater and more powerful than Satan, that His death would 
result in the utter discomfiture of Satan, and that the kingdom 
of this world would be given to the saints of the Most High. 
He told Him that He would see of the travail of His soul, and 
be satisfied, for He would see a multitude of the human race 
saved, eternally saved.” The Desire of Ages, 693, 694.
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Wednesday 

4 	 JESUS ARRESTED

a. 		 Who led the group that arrested Jesus? John 18:2–5.

Note: “Judas the betrayer did not forget the part he was to act. 
When the mob entered the garden, he had led the way, closely 
followed by the high priest. To the pursuers of Jesus he had 
given a sign, saying, ‘Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is 
He: hold Him fast’ (Matthew 26:48).” The Desire of Ages, 695.
	 “The history of Judas presents the sad ending of a life that 
might have been honored of God. Had Judas died before his 
last journey to Jerusalem he would have been regarded as a 
man worthy of a place among the twelve, and one who would 
be greatly missed. The abhorrence which has followed him 
through the centuries would not have existed but for the at-
tributes revealed at the close of his history. But it was for a 
purpose that his character was laid open to the world. It was 
to be a warning to all who, like him, should betray sacred 
trusts.” Ibid., 716.

b. 	 What happened to the angry mob when Jesus identified 
Himself to them? John 18:6.

Note: “No traces of His recent agony were visible as Jesus 
stepped forth to meet His betrayer. Standing in advance of 
His disciples He said, ‘Whom seek ye?’ They answered, ‘Jesus 
of Nazareth.’ Jesus replied, ‘I am He’ (John 18:4, 5). As these 
words were spoken, the angel who had lately ministered to Jesus 
moved between Him and the mob. A divine light illuminated 
the Saviour’s face, and a dovelike form overshadowed Him. In 
the presence of this divine glory, the murderous throng could 
not stand for a moment. They staggered back. Priests, elders, 
soldiers, and even Judas, fell as dead men to the ground. 
	 “The angel withdrew, and the light faded away. Jesus had 
opportunity to escape, but He remained, calm and self-
possessed. As one glorified He stood in the midst of that 
hardened band, now prostrate and helpless at His feet. The 
disciples looked on, silent with wonder and awe.” The Desire 
of Ages, 694.

Thursday 

5 	 CHRIST’S ARREST

a. 		 What did Peter do when he saw that Jesus was ready to 
give Himself up without resistance, and how did Jesus 
admonish him? John 18:7–11; Luke 22:49, 50.

Note: “The disciples had thought that their Master would not 
suffer Himself to be taken. For the same power that had caused 
the mob to fall as dead men could keep them helpless, until Jesus 
and His companions should escape. They were disappointed 
and indignant as they saw the cords brought forward to bind 
the hands of Him whom they loved. Peter in his anger rashly 
drew his sword and tried to defend his Master, but he only cut 
off an ear of the high priest’s servant.” The Desire of Ages, 696.

b. 	 What miracle did Jesus perform at that very moment? 
Luke 22:51.

Note: “When Jesus saw what was done, He released His 
hands, though held firmly by the Roman soldiers, and say-
ing, ‘Suffer ye thus far’ (Luke 22:51). He touched the wounded 
ear, and it was instantly made whole.” The Desire of Ages, 696.

c. 		 Describe what happened with the chief priests, captains, 
and elders. Luke 22:52, 53; John 18:12.

Friday 

PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1 		  What appeal of Christ is especially valid to me today?
2 		  What kind of response should Christ’s experience in 

Gethsemane bring to my heart?
3 		  How can I avoid natural reactions such as was manifested 

by Peter at the arrest of Jesus?
4		  What was the principal cause of Christ’s anguish?
5 		  How did the multitude react before the angel’s glory?
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	 September 10–16

Scourged and 
Condemned
Key Text
	 “He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened 
not his mouth: He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and 
as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He openeth not His 
mouth” (Isaiah 53:7).

Study Help: The Desire of Ages, 698–715; Ibid., 723–740.

Introduction
	 “Christ did not fail, neither was He discouraged, and His 
followers are to manifest a faith of the same enduring nature. 
They are to live as He lived, and work as He worked, because 
they depend on Him as the great Master Worker.” The Desire 
of Ages, 679.

Sunday 

1 	 JESUS BEFORE ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS

a. 		 After His arrest in Gethsemane, before whom was Jesus 
violently taken? John 18:12–14; Matthew 26:57.

b. 	 Which disciples watched Christ’s trial from a distance? 
John 18:15, 16.

c. 		 What question did Annas direct to Jesus, and what an-
swer did He give? John 18:18–21.

d. 	 What did one of Annas’ servants do upon seeing his 
master reduced to complete silence? John 18:22.

Note: “Annas was silenced by the decision of the answer. 
Fearing that Christ would say something regarding his course 
of action that he would prefer to keep covered up, he said 
nothing more to Him at this time. One of his officers, filled 
with wrath as he saw Annas silenced, struck Jesus on the face, 
saying, ‘Answerest Thou the high priest so?’ (John 18:22).” The 
Desire of Ages, 700.

Monday

2 	 JESUS BEFORE PILATE

a. 		 After the trial by the Sanhedrin, where was Jesus taken? 
John 18:28, first part; Mark 15:1.

b. 	 What hypocritical and contradictory attitude did the 
Jewish leaders now assume? John 18:28, last part.

c. 		 What embarrassing question did Pilate put to the Jew-
ish leaders, and what arrogantly evasive answer did he 
receive? John 18:29, 30.

d. 	 What declaration of Pilate made the situation of the 
priests even more difficult? John 18:31.

e. 		 Returning to the judgment hall, what question did Pilate 
ask Jesus, and how did he react to the response? John 
18:33–35.

f. 		 How did Jesus clearly identify Himself to Pilate? John 
18:36–38.
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Note: “Pilate’s golden opportunity had passed. Yet Jesus did 
not leave him without further light. While He did not directly 
answer Pilate’s question, He plainly stated His own mission. 
He gave Pilate to understand that He was not seeking an 
earthly throne. … 
	 “Pilate had a desire to know the truth. His mind was con-
fused. He eagerly grasped the words of the Saviour, and his 
heart was stirred with a great longing to know what it really 
was, and how he could obtain it. ‘What is truth?’ he inquired. 
But he did not wait for an answer. The tumult outside recalled 
him to the interests of the hour; for the priests were clamor-
ous for immediate action. Going out to the Jews, he declared 
emphatically, ‘I find in Him no fault at all’ (John 18:38).” The 
Desire of Ages, 727.

Tuesday 

3 	 JESUS BEFORE HEROD

a. 		 Trying to evade responsibility for Christ’s condemnation, 
what did Pilate do? Luke 23:5–7.

b. 	 How did Herod feel and what were his thoughts when 
he saw Jesus? Luke 23:8.

c. 		 What was Jesus attitude in Herod’s presence? Luke 23:9, 
10.

d. 	 How did Herod react when he realized that he could not 
condemn Jesus? Luke 23:11.

Note: “ ‘Herod with his men of war set Him at nought, and 
mocked Him, and arrayed Him in a gorgeous robe’ (Luke 
23:11). The Roman soldiers joined in this abuse. All that these 
wicked, corrupt soldiers, helped on by Herod and the Jewish 
dignitaries, could instigate was heaped upon the Saviour. Yet 
His divine patience failed not.

	 “Christ’s persecutors had tried to measure His character 
by their own; they had represented Him as vile as themselves. 
But back of all the present appearance another scene intruded 
itself—a scene which they will one day see in all its glory. 
There were some who trembled in Christ’s presence. While 
the rude throng were bowing in mockery before Him, some 
who came forward for that purpose turned back, afraid and 
silenced. Herod was convicted. The last rays of merciful light 
were shining upon his sin-hardened heart. He felt that this was 
no common man; for divinity had flashed through humanity. 
At the very time when Christ was encompassed by mockers, 
adulterers, and murderers, Herod felt that he was beholding 
a God upon His throne. 
	 “Hardened as he was, Herod dared not ratify the condem-
nation of Christ. He wished to relieve himself of the terrible 
responsibility, and he sent Jesus back to the Roman judgment 
hall.” The Desire of Ages, 731.

Wednesday 

4 	 PILATE’S WEAKNESS

a. 		 When Jesus was brought back to the court of Pilate, 
what argument did Pilate present in favor of Jesus? Luke 
23:13–15.

b. 	 How did Pilate manifest his weakness and inconsistency 
in dealing with an innocent man? Luke 23:16.

Note: “[Luke 23:16 quoted.] 
	 “Here Pilate showed his weakness. He had declared that 
Jesus was innocent, yet he was willing for Him to be scourged 
to pacify His accusers. He would sacrifice justice and principle 
in order to compromise with the mob. This placed him at a 
disadvantage. The crowd presumed upon his indecision, and 
clamored the more for the life of the prisoner. If at the first 
Pilate had stood firm, refusing to condemn a man whom he 
found guiltless, he would have broken the fatal chain that was 
to bind him in remorse and guilt as long as he lived. Had he 
carried out his convictions of right, the Jews would not have 
presumed to dictate to him. Christ would have been put to 
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death, but the guilt would not have rested upon Pilate. But 
Pilate had taken step after step in the violation of his con-
science. He had excused himself from judging with justice 
and equity, and he now found himself almost helpless in the 
hands of the priests and rulers. His wavering and indecision 
proved his ruin.” The Desire of Ages, 731, 732.

c. 		 What other opportunity for enlightenment did God give 
Pilate? Matthew 27:19.

d.		 Still thinking to free Jesus, what proposal did Pilate 
present to the mob? Mark 15:6–10.

e. 		 What did the priests do to ensure Christ’s condemnation? 
Matthew 27:20.

f. 		 What final choice did the multitude make, and what 
did Pilate proceed to do? John 18:39, 40; 19:1; Matthew 
27:21–23.

Thursday 

5 	 JUDGMENT

a. 		 How did the Roman soldiers contribute to the Saviour’s 
torture, and how did He respond? John 19:2, 3; Mark 
15:16–19.

b. 	 Having wounded Christ before the people, what an-
nouncement did Pilate make? John 19:4, 5.

c. 		 What inconsistent proposal did Pilate make to the Jews? 
John 19:6.

d. 	 What declaration of the Jews filled Pilate with fear? John 
19:7, 8.

e.		  How did Pilate finally yield to the demands of the Jewish 
leaders? John 19:9–16.

Note: “The greatest guilt and heaviest responsibility belonged 
to those who stood in the highest places in the nation, the 
depositaries of sacred trusts that they were basely betraying. 
Pilate, Herod, and the Roman soldiers were comparatively 
ignorant of Jesus. They thought to please the priests and rul-
ers by abusing Him. They had not the light which the Jewish 
nation had so abundantly received. Had the light been given 
to the soldiers, they would not have treated Christ as cruelly 
as they did.” The Desire of Ages, 737.

Friday 

PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1 		  How can I apply in my life the lesson learned from the 
blindness of the Jews concerning defilement?

2 		  What did the Jews expect of Pilate?
3 		  What can I learn from the decision of Jesus to remain 

silent as He did before Herod?
4 		 What characteristic of Pilate am I in danger of imitating?
5 		  Who is to blame for the death of the Son of God?
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	 September 17 – 23

Calvary
Key Text
	 “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree” (Galatians 3:13).

Study Help: The Desire of Ages, 741–757; Testimonies, vol. 2, 
200–215.

Introduction
	 “For transgression of the law of God, Adam and Eve were 
banished from Eden. Christ, our substitute, was to suffer 
without the boundaries of Jerusalem. He died outside the 
gate, where felons and murderers were executed.” The Desire 
of Ages, 741.

Sunday 

1 	 MOCKED BY THE SOLDIERS

a. 		 After Pilate had delivered Jesus to the Roman soldiers, 
what did they do? Matthew 27:27–30.

b. 	 Where did the soldiers take Jesus after humiliating Him? 
John 19:17; Matthew 27:31.

c. 		 Who else followed them? Luke 23:27.

Note: “Christ, the precious Son of God, was led forth, and the 
cross was laid upon His shoulders. At every step was left blood 
which flowed from His wounds. Thronged by an immense 
crowd of bitter enemies and unfeeling spectators, He is led away 
to the crucifixion. ‘He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, 
yet He opened not His mouth: He is brought as a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He 
openeth not His mouth’ (Isaiah 53:7).” Testimonies, vol. 2, 208.

	 “A vast multitude followed Jesus from the judgment hall to 
Calvary. The news of His condemnation had spread through-
out Jerusalem, and people of all classes and all ranks flocked 
toward the place of crucifixion.” The Desire of Ages, 741.

Monday 

2 	 ON THE WAY TO CALVARY

a. 		 What was Christ’s physical condition after He was 
flogged the second time? Isaiah 53:4.

Note: “Since the Passover supper with His disciples, He [the 
Saviour] had taken neither food nor drink. He had agonized 
in the Garden of Gethsemane in conflict with satanic agen-
cies. He had endured the anguish of the betrayal, and had 
seen His disciples forsake Him and flee. He had been taken 
to Annas, then to Caiaphas, and then to Pilate. From Pilate 
He had been sent to Herod, then sent again to Pilate. From 
insult to renewed insult, from mockery to mockery, twice 
tortured by the scourge—all that night there had been scene 
after scene of a character to try the soul of man to the utter-
most. Christ had not failed. He had spoken no word but that 
tended to glorify God. All through the disgraceful farce of a 
trial He had borne Himself with firmness and dignity. But 
when after the second scourging the cross was laid upon Him, 
human nature could bear no more. He fell fainting beneath 
the burden.” The Desire of Ages, 742.

b. 	 What accommodation did the soldiers make in order 
to proceed with their aims and what was the outcome? 
Matthew 27:32.

Note: “At this time a stranger, Simon a Cyrenian, coming in 
from the country, meets the throng. He hears the taunts and 
ribaldry of the crowd; he hears the words contemptuously 
repeated, Make way for the King of the Jews! He stops in 
astonishment at the scene; and as he expresses his compas-
sion, they seize him and place the cross upon his shoulders.
	 “Simon had heard of Jesus. His sons were believers in the 
Saviour, but he himself was not a disciple. The bearing of the 
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cross to Calvary was a blessing to Simon, and he was ever after 
grateful for this providence. It led him to take upon himself 
the cross of Christ from choice, and ever cheerfully stand 
beneath its burden.” The Desire of Ages, 742.

c. 		 Upon receiving manifestations of human sympathy, what 
did Jesus prophesy? Luke 23:28–31.

Tuesday 

3 	 THE CRUCIFIXION

a. 		 Describe the scene of Calvary and its particularly heart-
rending effects upon Jesus’ mother. John 19:25; Mark 
15:27, 28.

Note: “Arriving at the place of execution, the prisoners were 
bound to the instruments of torture. The two thieves wrestled 
in the hands of those who placed them on the cross; but Jesus 
made no resistance. The mother of Jesus, supported by John 
the beloved disciple, had followed the steps of her Son to 
Calvary. She had seen Him fainting under the burden of the 
cross, and had longed to place a supporting hand beneath 
His wounded head, and to bathe that brow which had once 
been pillowed upon her bosom. But she was not permitted 
this mournful privilege. With the disciples she still cher-
ished the hope that Jesus would manifest His power, and 
deliver Himself from His enemies. Again her heart would 
sink as she recalled the words in which He had foretold the 
very scenes that were then taking place. As the thieves were 
bound to the cross, she looked on with agonizing suspense. 
Would He who had given life to the dead suffer Himself to 
be crucified? Would the Son of God suffer Himself to be thus 
cruelly slain? Must she give up her faith that Jesus was the 
Messiah? Must she witness His shame and sorrow, without 
even the privilege of ministering to Him in His distress? 
She saw His hands stretched upon the cross; the hammer 
and the nails were brought, and as the spikes were driven 
through the tender flesh, the heart-stricken disciples bore 
away from the cruel scene the fainting form of the mother 
of Jesus.” The Desire of Ages, 744.

b. 	 How was the prophecy found in Psalm 22:16–18 fulfilled? 
John 19:23, 24.

Note: “In the sufferings of Christ upon the cross prophecy 
was fulfilled. Centuries before the crucifixion, the Saviour 
had foretold the treatment He was to receive. He said, [Psalm 
22:16–18 quoted]. The prophecy concerning His garments was 
carried out without counsel or interference from the friends 
or the enemies of the Crucified One. To the soldiers who had 
placed Him upon the cross, His clothing was given. Christ 
heard the men’s contention as they parted the garments among 
them. His tunic was woven throughout without seam, and they 
said, ‘Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be’ 
(John 19:24).” The Desire of Ages, 746.

Wednesday 

4 	 THE KING OF THE JEWS

a. 		 What three-language inscription was placed on the cross 
by order of Pilate? John 19:19, 20.

b. 	 How did the Jews react to this action of Pilate? John 19: 
21, 22.

Arriving at the place of execution, the prisoners were bound to 
the instruments of torture. 
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Note: “This inscription irritated the Jews. In Pilate’s court they 
had cried, ‘Crucify Him.’ ‘We have no king but Caesar’ (John 
19:15). They had declared that whoever should acknowledge 
any other king was a traitor. Pilate wrote out the sentiment 
they had expressed. No offense was mentioned, except that 
Jesus was the King of the Jews. The inscription was a virtual 
acknowledgment of the allegiance of the Jews to the Roman 
power. It declared that whoever might claim to be the King of 
Israel would be judged by them worthy of death. The priests 
had overreached themselves. When they were plotting the 
death of Christ, Caiaphas had declared it expedient that one 
man should die to save the nation. Now their hypocrisy was 
revealed. In order to destroy Christ, they had been ready to 
sacrifice even their national existence.
	 “The priests saw what they had done, and asked Pilate to 
change the inscription. They said, ‘Write not, The King of the 
Jews; but that He said, I am King of the Jews.’ But Pilate was 
angry with himself because of his former weakness, and he 
thoroughly despised the jealous and artful priests and rulers. He 
replied coldly, ‘What I have written I have written’ (verses 21, 22).
	 “A higher power than Pilate or the Jews had directed the 
placing of that inscription above the head of Jesus. In the 
providence of God it was to awaken thought, and investiga-
tion of the Scriptures. … It was a living truth, transcribed by 
a hand that God had guided.” The Desire of Ages, 745, 746.

c. 		 For what did Jesus pray while upon the cross? Luke 23:34.

Note: “That prayer of Christ for His enemies embraced the 
world. It took in every sinner that had lived or should live, 
from the beginning of the world to the end of time. Upon all 
rests the guilt of crucifying the Son of God. To all, forgiveness 
is freely offered. ‘Whosoever will’ may have peace with God, 
and inherit eternal life.” The Desire of Ages, 745.

Thursday 

5 	 IT IS FINISHED

a. 		 Name one aspect of the noble example Jesus left for His 
followers. John 19:26, 27.

Note: “O pitiful, loving Saviour; amid all His physical 
pain and mental anguish, He had a thoughtful care for His 
mother! He had no money with which to provide for her 
comfort; but He was enshrined in the heart of John, and 
He gave His mother to him as a precious legacy. Thus He 
provided for her that which she most needed—the tender 
sympathy of one who loved her because she loved Jesus. And 
in receiving her as a sacred trust, John was receiving a great 
blessing. She was a constant reminder of his beloved Master.” 
The Desire of Ages, 752.

b. 	 What cry did Jesus utter and what was its significance? 
John 19:30.

Note: “When the loud cry, ‘It is finished’ (John 19:30), came 
from the lips of Christ, the priests were officiating in the 
temple. It was the hour of the evening sacrifice. The lamb 
representing Christ had been brought to be slain. Clothed in 
his significant and beautiful dress, the priest stood with lifted 
knife, as did Abraham when he was about to slay his son. With 
intense interest the people were looking on. But the earth 
trembles and quakes; for the Lord Himself draws near. With 
a rending noise the inner veil of the temple is torn from top 
to bottom by an unseen hand, throwing open to the gaze of 
the multitude a place once filled with the presence of God. …
	 “All is terror and confusion. The priest is about to slay the 
victim; but the knife drops from his nerveless hand, and the 
lamb escapes. Type has met antitype in the death of God’s 
Son. The great sacrifice has been made. The way into the 
holiest is laid open. A new and living way is prepared for all.” 
The Desire of Ages, 756, 757.

Friday 

PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1 	 How do I respond when I see others in pain and anguish?
2 	How can I cultivate forgiveness toward my enemies?
3 	 What has been my relationship with my parents?
4 	How can I carry the cross of Christ?
5 	 What does the experience of the cross mean to me?
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	 September 24 – 30

The Risen Saviour
Key Text
	 “And He made His grave with the wicked, and with the 
rich in His death; because He had done no violence, neither 
was any deceit in His mouth” (Isaiah 53:9).

Study Help: The Desire of Ages, 769–787; Steps to Christ, 17–22.

Introduction
	 “Jesus did not yield up His life till He had accomplished the 
work which He came to do; and He exclaimed with His parting 
breath, ‘It is finished!’ ” The Spirit of Prophecy, vol. 3, 167.

Sunday 

1 	 REST ON THE SABBATH

a. 		 What divine institution was hallowed at both the cre-
ation and redemption of the world, and will be hallowed 
throughout eternity? Genesis 2:1–3; Luke 23:54–56.

Note: “When there shall be a ‘restitution of all things, which 
God hath spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since 
the world began’ (Acts 3:21), the creation Sabbath, the day on 
which Jesus lay at rest in Joseph’s tomb, will still be a day of 
rest and rejoicing. Heaven and earth will unite in praise, as 
‘from one Sabbath to another’ (Isaiah 66:23) the nations of the 
saved shall bow in joyful worship to God and the Lamb.” The 
Desire of Ages, 769, 770.

b. 	 What two influential persons took on the responsibility 
for the Saviour’s burial? John 19:38–42.

Note: “Joseph of Arimathaea and Nicodemus came to the 
help of the disciples. Both these men were members of the 
Sanhedrin, and were acquainted with Pilate. Both were men of 
wealth and influence. They were determined that the body of 
Jesus should have an honorable burial.” The Desire of Ages, 773.

Monday 

2 	 OUR ONLY HOPE

a. 		 The day after the Sabbath, when Mary came to the grave 
of Christ, what did she find? John 20:1.

Note: “The women who had stood by the cross of Christ 
waited and watched for the hours of the Sabbath to pass. On 
the first day of the week, very early, they made their way to the 
tomb, taking with them precious spices to anoint the Saviour’s 
body. They did not think about His rising from the dead. 
The sun of their hope had set, and night had settled down on 
their hearts. As they walked, they recounted Christ’s works 
of mercy and His words of comfort. But they remembered 
not His words, ‘I will see you again’ (John 16:22).” The Desire 
of Ages, 788.

b. 	 What did she do upon seeing the site at the grave? 
John 20:2.

c. 		 How do Christ’s death on the cross and His resurrection 
from the grave help humanity? Romans 5:6–8; Ephesians 
2:4–7.

d. 	 What is the only way that sinful humanity can be saved? 
John 14:6; Acts 4:8–12; 10:43.

Note: “Through Christ, restoration as well as reconciliation 
is provided for man. The gulf that was made by sin has been 
spanned by the cross of Calvary. A full, complete ransom has 
been paid by Jesus, by virtue of which the sinner is pardoned, 
and the justice of the law is maintained. All who believe that 
Christ is the atoning sacrifice may come and receive pardon 
for their sins; for through the merit of Christ, communica-
tion has been opened between God and man. God can accept 
me as His child, and I can claim Him and rejoice in Him as 
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my loving Father. We must center our hopes of heaven upon 
Christ alone, because He is our Substitute and Surety.” The 
Review and Herald, July 1, 1890.

Tuesday 

3 	 CHRIST AS ALL IN ALL

a. 		 After the disciples left the grave, what additional experi-
ence did Mary Magdalene, from whom Christ cast seven 
devils, have? John 20:10–18.

b. 	 As is seen in the need of Mary Magdalene, for what 
should we pray? Luke 17:5.

c. 		 How much can a sinner accomplish without Christ? John 
15:5; 2 Corinthians 4:7.

Note: “Of himself, what can man accomplish in the great 
work set forth by the infinite God? Christ says: ‘Without Me 
ye can do nothing’ (John 15:5). He came to our world to show 
men how to do the work given them by God, and He says 
to us: ‘Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy-laden, 
and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn 
of Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls. For My yoke is easy, and My burden is 
light’ (Matthew 11:28–30). Why is Christ’s yoke easy and His 
burden light? Because He bore the weight of it upon the cross 
of Calvary.” Testimonies, vol. 6, 247.
	 “Man can accomplish nothing without Jesus, and yet it is 
so arranged in the plan of salvation, that its great object can-
not be consummated without human cooperation. Our work 
may appear small and unimportant, and yet we are laborers 
together with God. Jesus has given us every temporal and 
spiritual blessing; He died to make propitiation for our sins 
and to reconcile us to God. He has sent forth light and truth, 
that we should walk in the beams of the Sun of righteousness, 
and not in the sparks of our own kindling.” The Review and 
Herald, November 1, 1892.
	 “O, that all might realize that without Christ they can do 
nothing! Those who do not gather with Him scatter abroad. 

Their thoughts and actions will not bear the right character, 
and their influence will be destructive of good. Our actions 
have a twofold influence; for they affect others as well as 
ourselves. This influence will either be a blessing or a curse 
to those with whom we associate.” Christian Education, 92.

Wednesday 

4 	 YIELDING OUR WILL TO HIM

a. 		 How did the experience of the disciples after the cross as 
shown in John 20 and 21 prepare them for the great work 
ahead?

Note: “In order for us to reach this high ideal, that which 
causes the soul to stumble must be sacrificed. It is through the 
will that sin retains its hold upon us. The surrender of the will 
is represented as plucking out the eye or cutting off the hand. 
Often it seems to us that to surrender the will to God is to con-
sent to go through life maimed or crippled. But it is better, says 
Christ, for self to be maimed, wounded, crippled, if thus you 
may enter into life. That which you look upon as disaster is the 
door to highest benefit.” Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, 61.

b.		 If we will be the disciples of Christ today, what position 
must He take in our life? Colossians 1:27.

Note: “When we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart is 
united with His heart, the will is merged in His will, the mind 
becomes one with His mind, the thoughts are brought into 
captivity to Him; we live His life.” Christ’s Object Lessons, 312.

c.		  In order to have the risen Saviour living in us, what must 
we do? 1 John 2:15; James 4:4.

Note: “The true followers of Christ will have sacrifices to 
make. They will shun places of worldly amusement because 
they find no Jesus there—no influence which will make them 
heavenly-minded and increase their growth in grace. Obedi-
ence to the word of God will lead them to come out from all 
these things and be separate. …
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	 “The great Head of the church, who has chosen His people 
out of the world, requires them to be separate from the world. 
He designs that the spirit of His commandments, by drawing 
His followers to Himself, shall separate them from worldly 
elements.” Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and Students, 328, 329.

Thursday 

5 	 VICTORY THROUGH CHRIST

a. 		 Why did John write his gospel? John 20:30, 31; 21:24, 25.

b. 	 What are some of the ways in which God speaks to man? 
John 16:13; 2 Timothy 3:15–17.

c. 		 In what terms did Christ state that our ability to know 
the truth is dependent upon our willingness to obey the 
will of God? John 7:17.

d. 	 What will we be called if we will believe in the saving 
grace of the risen Saviour? 1 John 3:1, 2.

Note: “In the gracious blessings which our heavenly Father has 
bestowed upon us we may discern innumerable evidences of 
a love that is infinite, and a tender pity surpassing a mother’s 
yearning sympathy for her wayward child. When we study 
the divine character in the light of the cross we see mercy, 
tenderness, and forgiveness blended with equity and justice. 
In the language of John we exclaim: ‘Behold, what manner 
of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be 
called the sons of God’ (1 John 3:1). We see in the midst of the 
throne One bearing in hands and feet and side the marks of 
the suffering endured to reconcile man to God and God to 
man. … The reflected light from the cross reveals the writing 
of God: Live, sinner, live! ye penitent and believing souls, live! 
I have paid a ransom.” Testimonies, vol. 4, 461, 462.

Friday 

PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1 		  What institution did Christ hallow even during the 
experience of Calvary?

2 		  What is the only way that I can be saved?
3 		  What work has Christ done for me through the experi-

ence of the cross?
4 		 Have I yielded completely to Christ?
5 		  What joy awaits the sons and daughters of God?

Copyright © 2004 Reformation Herald Publishing Association, 5240 
Hollins Road, Roanoke, Virginia. Reprinted by permission.

Heaven and earth will unite in praise, as 
‘ from one Sabbath to another’ (Isaiah 66:23) 
the nations of the saved shall bow in joyful 
worship to God and the Lamb.
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Date Paste

1 cup pitted dates, packed ½ cup hot water

Combine dates and hot water in bowl. Let soak about 5 minutes. Place dates and liquid in 
blender and process until completely smooth. Store in closed container in refrigerator. Use in 
place of sugar in favorite recipes, as a spread or dip on fruit pieces.

LM

By Lynette Golia

Wonderfully delicious, bursting 
with natural sugars and intense 

flavors, dates provide a storehouse of 
energy and life-sustaining nutrition.

Crowning the tops of towering, 
slender palm trees, dates grow in heavy 
clusters of oblong amber to deep brown 
fruits, 200 or more in a cluster weigh-
ing up to 25 pounds. The tree, growing 
to an impressive height of 100 feet, 
produces 100 to 300 pounds of fruit an-
nually, often living more than 100 years. 

Date palms are some of the oldest 
cultivated plants in recorded history. 
Since biblical times, the date was 
believed to possess profound healing 
properties. Science today is finally 
catching up in confirming its powerful 
medicinal benefits:

Rich in potassium: Found to be 
a very rich source of potassium, dates 
help reduce cholesterol, lowering the 
risk of stroke. Potassium is an impor-
tant element of cell and body fluids 
that help regulate heart rate and sup-
port healthy blood pressure.

Rich in magnesium: Dates con-
tain high levels of magnesium, a min-
eral known for its anti-inflammatory 
benefits, effectively reducing the risk 
of cardiovascular disease, arthritis, 
Alzheimer’s and other inflammation-
related health ailments, as well as 
lowering blood pressure.

Excellent source of iron: Iron, be-
ing a component of hemoglobin inside 
red blood cells, determines the oxygen-
carrying capacity of the blood. About 10 
dates supplies 11 percent of the recom-
mended daily intake (RDI) of iron.

Rich in other minerals; moderate 
in vitamins: Dates, rich in calcium, 
manganese, magnesium, phosphorus, 
selenium and copper, provide miner-
als for supporting strong bone health 
and fighting osteoporosis. They contain 
moderate levels of B-complex vitamins 
with B-6 topping the list, aiding in the 
metabolism of food and the formation 
of new blood cells, as well as improving 
brain performance. Dates are infused 
with Vitamin A, known to have 
antioxidant properties essential for 
vision, to be effective against macular 
degeneration and night blindness, and 
is also required in maintaining healthy 
mucous membranes and skin. 

High in fiber: Because of the whop-
ping fiber content, dates are an effective 
natural remedy for constipation. They 
can also alleviate diarrhea as their high 
levels of soluble fiber and potassium 
provide bulk. Consistent intake helps 
to inhibit the growth of pathogens in 
the digestive tract, while enhancing the 
growth of beneficial bacteria. Just four 
dates provide nearly 7 grams of fiber.

Pregnant and Nursing Mothers: 
“In a 2011 study published in the 
Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology, 
women who ate 6 dates a day for 4 
weeks prior to their delivery date had 
improved cervical dilation, less dam-
age to membranes, more spontaneous 
and shorter labor times and required 
less drugs.” www.naturalhealth365.
com/benefits-of-dates-1974.html 

Dieticians consider dates the best 
food for breast-feeding mothers, as 
they contain components that enrich 
breast milk with nutrients needed for 
healthy child development and resis-
tance to disease.

These little nutrition bombs, con-
sumed in moderation, can be used to 
sweeten recipes in place of sugar. Use 
as an adhesive agent in raw baking 
and in energy bars; add to cereals and 
fruit salads or use to mask greens in 
smoothies; stuff with nuts and roll in 
coconut. Its buttery, caramely sweet 
flavor and beneficial health qualities 
will bring natural sweetness to food 
and wellness to the body.

Food

Date 
The Delectable



Spreading the Gospel
in North Carolina

By the grace of God, the first Free 
Seventh-Day Adventist church 

was established on June 8, 2013, in 
Faison, NC. Under the guidance of 
Pastor Domingo Nunez, the church 
worked hard to become organized 
according to gospel order. For a year 
and a half, diligent efforts were put 
forth to achieve this worthy goal.  

As realization of this noble objec-
tive came closer to reality, the owner 
of the property that the church had 
been renting saw with pleasure that 
serious work was being accomplished 
for the spreading of the gospel and 
proposed to sell the church building 
to the congregation. He said that 
even though the original price was 
$120,000, he was willing to let them 
have it for $40,000, with the stipula-
tion that the building be used for 
God’s work only and no commercial 
purpose. Being lovers of God’s work, 

and aware that God had called them 
to preach the Gospel there, the con-
gregation made the decision to pur-
chase this building with their own 
economic efforts. The church was 
happy to accept the owner’s generos-
ity and now has a church building. 

Because of their commitment to 
God’s work, by His grace this group 
of dedicated souls was able to open 
the doors for the first time in the 
Faison Remnant Church of Free 
Seventh-day Adventists. 

Pastor Nunez had explained to 
us the advantages of membership in 
Inter-America and Global Evange-
lism. After much prayer and fasting, 
we decided to join this organization 
in March 2015, and, like a prayer 
answered by our God, we became 
members in September 2015. 

The congregation now consists of 
47 regular members. Each Sabbath 

brings from 15 to 18 visitors. So far 
there are about 55 people interested 
in Bible studies.

Last year, there were five baptisms. 
Six babies were added to the fam-
ily of God, with dedicated church 
members engaging the parents in 
present truth to prepare them for 
serving in the Lord’s vineyard.

The church recently began hosting 
a radio program to reach the homes 
of relatives, neighbors, and friends 
in the many small towns around 
Faison, where there are many who, 
because of illness, lack of transporta-
tion or other reasons, cannot travel 
to church.

Every day the members pray for 
guidance from the Holy Spirit to 
complete the work of preaching the 
gospel so that on His return, the 
Lord Jesus will find His faithful 
servants doing his work.

By David Cornejo
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CHARCOAL 
The World’s Most Powerful Clinical Adsorbent

Every private home should have charcoal on hand as a ready antidote for poisoning, as a cleansing agent 
in infections, as a deodorizer, and as the treatment of choice for diarrhea, nausea and vomiting, and 

many intestinal infections. Activated charcoal binds up toxins in its millions of tiny pores through the 
process of adsorption.

Activated Charcoal Powder 
From Madison Mission,  
Hot Springs, NC
18-oz. can
$17.95

Activated Charcoal Tablets 
(250 mg each)
130 tablet bottle - USP grade 
$13.95

Special

Our activated charcoal tablets and veggie caps contain 
the highest grade USP charcoal available.

Activated Charcoal Veggie Capsules  
(260 mg each)
125 capsule bottle – USP grade 
$14.95

Rx Charcoal     
Book by Agatha Thrash, MD 
& Calvin Thrash, MD
5” x 7.5” booklet, 108 pp., paperback  
$6.95

Amazing Charcoal 
Booklet by C. Gary Hullquist, MD  
$1.95 - 3.5” x 5.5” booklet, 32 pp., paperback
FREE with purchase of any of the above 
charcoal products

1-800-843-8788
To order, call:

Shipping and handling will be added.




