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Son, go work today in my vineyard...

The Mysterious Heavenly
Kingdom
“In those days came John the Baptist, preaching … and saying, Repent ye for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
Matthew 3:1, 2

T

he message of repentance was given to God’s chosen servant, John the Baptist,
to announce the advent of the Messiah as a fulfillment of prophecy. We could
take up much space to meditate on the amazing life of John the Baptist, of his
miracle birth, his fearlessness in preaching straight truths to kings and rulers, but
the most important fact to know and understand is that he fulfilled the mission that
he was given, until he was removed so that others could take and continue the work
of proclaiming the good news of “the kingdom of heaven.” After he was imprisoned,
the Lord Jesus continued the work and “From that time began to preach and to say,
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ ” Matthew 4:17
Christ had made it clear that the kingdom He established at His first advent was not
the kingdom of glory. That would only be, He said “when the Son of man shall come
in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him.” Matthew 25:31
When Jesus completed His mission and His visible presence was about to be taken
from His disciples, He said to them “For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall
be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. … and ye shall be witnesses
unto Me . . unto the uttermost parts of the earth.” Acts 1: 5, 8. The Saviour knew that
no argument, however logical, would melt hard hearts or break through the crust of
worldliness and selfishness. Therefore His disciples must receive the heavenly endowment in order for the gospel message to be effective when proclaimed.

There are
hundreds of millions
of people who believe
that Peter was the
chief of the apostles,
the first bishop of
Rome.

Matthew 21:28

“The Lord has a work to do in our
world, but He will not trust His work in
the hands of people who know nothing
of the Bible or of the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven. The Lord presents
in parables the rise and progress of the
work that results from the preaching of
His Word, the present truth for this
time… .” Christ Triumphant, 236
The “kingdom of heaven” or “kingdom
of God” constituted the theme of Jesus’
teaching. The great Teacher introduced
many of his parables with the words,
“The kingdom of heaven is like…,”
starting with the Sermon on the Mount
in Matthew 5, where He specified who
would qualify as subjects of the royal
family in the kingdom of heaven, saying
these are blessed because they are meek,
merciful, pure, and peacemakers.
Some profoundly important truths
essential for the inheritors of the
kingdom of heaven are found in the
teaching of the parables.
Matthew 13:24 reads, “Another parable
He put forth to them, saying ‘The
kingdom of heaven is like a man who
sowed good seed in his field.’ ”
“By the parable of the sower, Christ
illustrates the things of the kingdom of
heaven, and the work of the great
Husbandman for His people. Like a
sower in the field, He came to scatter
the heavenly grain of truth. And His
parable teaching itself was the seed with
which the most precious truths of His
grace were sown.” … He who gave the
parable of the tiny seed is the Sovereign
of heaven, and the same laws that
govern earthly seed sowing govern the
sowing of the seeds of truth.” Christ’s
Object Lessons, 33
In Matthew 13: 31 Jesus said, “The
kingdom of heaven is like a mustard
seed, which a man took and sowed in
his field.”
“Not only is the growth of Christ’s
kingdom illustrated by the parable of
the mustard seed, but in every stage of
its growth the experience represented in
the parable is repeated. For His church
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“In the parable the field containing the
treasure represents the Holy Scriptures.
And the gospel is the treasure. The earth
itself is not so interlaced with golden
veins and filled with precious things as
is the word of God.” Ibid., 104
In Matthew 13:45, Christ states another
parable: “Again, the kingdom of heaven
is like a merchant seeking beautiful
pearls.”
“The blessings of redeeming love our
Savior compared to a precious pearl. He
illustrated His lesson by the parable of
the merchantman seeking goodly pearls
‘who, when he had found one pearl of
great price, went and sold all that he
had, and bought it.’ Christ Himself is
the pearl of great price.“ Ibid., 116.
The Saviour knew that no argument,
however logical, would melt hard hearts or
break through the crust of worldliness and
selfishness.

in every generation God has a special
truth and a special work. … And in this
last generation the parable of the
mustard seed is to reach a signal and
triumphant fulfillment. The little seed
will become a tree. The last message of
warning and mercy is to go to ‘every
nation and kindred and tongue’ (Revelation 14:6-14), ‘to take out of them a
people for His name’ (Acts 15:14;
Revelation 18:1). And the earth shall be
lightened with His glory.” Ibid., 79
In Matthew 13:33 Jesus said “The
kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which
a woman took and hid in three measures of meal till it was all leavened.” As
the leaven, when mingled with the meal,
works from within outward, so it is by
the renewing of the heart that the grace
of God works to transform the life.
In Matthew 13:44 Jesus said “… the
kingdom of heaven is like a treasure
hidden in a field, which a man found
and hid; and for joy over it he goes and
sells all that he has and buys that field.”
“This parable illustrates the value of the
heavenly treasure, and the effort that
should be made to secure it.
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Continuing this effective teaching
method, Christ exclaims in Matthew
13:47, “Again, the kingdom of heaven is
like a dragnet that was cast into the sea
and gathered some of every kind.”
“The casting of the net is the preaching
of the gospel. This gathers both good
and evil into the church.” Ibid., 122
Christ saw how the existence of false
brethren in the church would cause the
way of truth to be evil spoken of. Even
Christians would be caused to tremble
as they saw that many who bore Christ’s
name were not controlled by His Spirit.
Because these sinners were in the
church, men would be in danger of
thinking that God excused their sins.
Therefore Christ lifts the veil from the
future and bids all to behold that it is
character, not position, which decides
man’s destiny. God has declared that sin
must be destroyed as evil, ruinous to the
universe. Those who cling to sin will
perish in its destruction.
In Matthew16:19, Christ presents a
parable in a different form, where He
draws a direct link between the church
on earth and the kingdom of heaven.
“And I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven.”

make Christ their efficiency. ‘Cursed be
the man that trusteth in man, and
maketh flesh his arm.’ The Lord ‘is the
Rock, His work is perfect.’ ‘Blessed are
all they that put their trust in Him.’
Jeremiah 17:5; Deuteronomy 32:4; Psalm
2:12. The Desire of Ages, 414

THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE CHURCH
ON EARTH TO THE KINDGOM OF
HEAVEN

This promise of Matthew 16:19 was
made to Peter. There are hundreds of
millions of people who use this text to
show that (1) Peter was the chief of the
apostles, (2) he became the first bishop
of Rome, (3) he was given the keys to the
kingdom of heaven, and (4) he transmitted these “keys” to his successors. Thus
it is believed that the bishops have been
divinely appointed to take the place of
the apostles as pastors of the church.
Therefore whoever listens to them is
listening to Christ, and whoever
despises them despises Christ and Him
who sent Him.
(5) Furthermore, because it is believed
that the keys given to Peter have been
transmitted successively to His successors all the way to the present and that
Peter was the first of the apostles, it is
then believed that the present-day
successor to Peter as the bishop of Rome
is the visible head of the universal
church of Christ and the visible link to
the kingdom of heaven, and (6) that he
is invested with supreme authority over
all bishops and pastors in all parts of the
world. All of this is said to be so on the
basis of Matthew 16:13-19.
Let’s compare these beliefs with what we
read in the rest of the Bible and interpret Matthew 16:13-19 in harmony with
all of Scripture.
In the early days of the Christian
Church, Peter was the chief of the
apostles. This can be seen from Acts
1:15; 2:14-40, Acts 3, 4 and 5. Then the
question arises, Did Jesus decide that
this was always to be the case? Notice
some other facts, not just about Peter
but about the rock on which the church
is built.

1

“The Saviour did not commit the work
of the gospel to Peter individually. At a
later time, repeating the words that were
spoken to Peter, He applied them directly to the church. [Matthew 18:15-19]
And the same in substance was spoken
also to the twelve as representatives of

Did Peter become the first bishop
of Rome? It is generally agreed
that Paul wrote his epistle to the
Romans about 58 A.D. which would
have been at the height of Peter’s alleged
episcopacy there. (According to tradition, Peter was bishop of Rome from 42
A.D. until 67 A.D.) Not only did Paul
not address his letter to Peter but rather
to the saints in the church at Rome, and
Peter is not mentioned in the letter! Paul
says that he is anxious to instruct and
strengthen them and that he was
anxious to preach the gospel there so
that they could be “established” (Romans 1:11). This statement is made after
Peter has been, supposedly, the bishop
there for 16 years! If Peter had been
there for 16 years as their bishop why
would it be necessary for Paul to go
there at all since in his letter he says that
he does not build on another man’s
foundation (Romans 15:20)? Paul
arrived in Rome as a prisoner in about
61 A.D. and wrote Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon from prison.
He gives quite a complete list of his
fellow workers, but Peter’s name is not
among them.

2

The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard
seed.

the body of believers. [John 20:22, 23] If
Jesus had delegated any special authority to one of the disciples above the
others, we should not find them so often
contending as to who should be the
greatest. They would have submitted to
the wish of their Master, and honored
the one whom He had chosen.
“Instead of appointing one to be their
head, Christ said to the disciples, ‘Be
not ye called Rabbi,’ ‘neither be ye called
masters: for one is your Master, even
Christ.’ Matthew 23:8, 10.
“ ‘The head of every man is Christ.’
God, who put all things under the
Saviour’s feet, ‘gave Him to be the head
over all things to the church, which is
His body, the fullness of Him that filleth
all in all.’ 1 Corinthians 11:3; Ephesians
1:22, 23. The church is built upon Christ
as its foundation; it is to obey Christ as
its head. It is not to depend upon man,
or be controlled by man. Many claim
that a position of trust in the church
gives them authority to dictate what
other men shall believe and what they
shall do. This claim God does not
sanction. The Saviour declares, ‘All ye
are brethren.’ All are exposed to temptation, and are liable to error. Upon no
finite being can we depend for guidance. The Rock of faith is the living
presence of Christ in the church. Upon
this the weakest may depend, and those
who think themselves the strongest will
prove to be the weakest, unless they

The “keys” were given to Peter
and later (Matthew 18) the same
keys were given to all the apostles. What
are the keys?

3

“ “The keys of the kingdom of heaven’
are the words of Christ. All the words of
Holy Scripture are His, and are here
included. These words have power to
open and to shut heaven. They declare
the conditions upon which men are
received or rejected. Thus the work of
those who preach God’s word is a savor
of life unto life or of death unto death.
Theirs is a mission weighted with
eternal results.” Ibid., 413, 414
Continued on page 5
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Mission Project
Updates

Bibles and More

I

n the U.S., it is
difficult to comprehend the difficulty
that those in less
developed countries
have in obtaining
Bibles. Not only are
they not readily
available, they are also quite expensive,
relative to the typical income level. In
addition, in one country, there may be
several different “native” languages
spoken, making the effort to provide a
Bible for everyone even more challenging.

S

We are able to provide Bibles to
various countries thanks to your
contributions. To enable us to fulfill
a recent request from Kenya for 16
Bibles in various native languages,
please mark your contributions
Bibles/SOP.

$2001
raised in
2022

everal years ago when two of our
employees visited Africa, they
became acquainted with two
widows, one in Kenya and one in
eastern Nigeria who were extremely
poverty-stricken. Since then the ministry has provided support to enable them
to clothe and feed their “half-orphan”
children. (Sometimes the cultural
differences between the U.S. and Third
World countries makes understanding
a bit difficult. The term “half-orphan”
refers to children who have lost one
parent with the remaining parent
unable or unwilling to care for them.)

Our sincerest thanks for your contributions toward this end.
4
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T

he last round of printing tabloids is
now complete! Here’s the final
result: 252,000 to Australia / 441,00
to Guatemala / 201,600 to Kenya /
441,000 to Panama / 252,000 to southern Mexico / 504,000 to Northern
Mexico—a total of 2,091,600 tabloids.

Unfortunately, the tabloids were printed
in the Los Angeles area where the
shipping situation is rather chaotic. As a
result, unforeseen events have occurred,
and it is taking more time than anticipated to coordinate and get the pallets
shipped out. We have had to pay storage
fees for pallets that haven’t shipped out
yet.
Please, pray that they can all ship out
soon. Our loving Father in heaven has
blessed through all of this, and it is
wonderful that Cornerstone can still
print these power-packed little tabloids.

Orphanages

Steps to Life is committed to establishing a means of providing spiritual as
well as physical support for as many
orphans as we can with your assistance.

Tabloid Project

To obtain copies for you own distribution purposes, please contact Roger or
Joyce Brown for case quantities of the
following tabloids:
Behold He Cometh
Commandments Under Attack
Earth’s Final Warning
Joyce & Roger Brown
(360) 577-6613 (H)

$4001
raised in
2022

This amount
represents 2021
funds raised for
several orphanages
in Africa which Steps
to Life supports.

$570
raised in
2022

Continued from page 3

be the head of the church.” The Great
Controversy, 51

“ ‘But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is
your Master, even Christ; and all ye are
brethren. And call no man your father
upon the earth: for one is your Father,
which is in heaven. Neither be ye called
masters: for one is your Master, even
Christ.’ By these words Christ meant
that no man is to place his spiritual
interest under another, as a child is
guided and directed by his earthly
father. This spirit, whenever encouraged, has led to a desire for ecclesiastical
superiority, and has always resulted in
the injury of those who have been
trusted, and addressed as ‘father.’ It
confuses the sense of the sacredness of
the prerogatives of God.” The Review
and Herald, February 22, 1898

“In Christ ‘we have redemption through
his blood, even the forgiveness of sins.’
He is ‘the image of the invisible God,
the first-born of every creature.’ ‘By him
were all things created, that are in
heaven, and that are in earth, visible
and invisible, whether they be thrones,
or dominions, or principalities, or
powers: all things were created by him,
and for him: and he is before all things,
and by him all things consist. And he is
the head of the body, the church: who is
the beginning, the first-born from the
dead; that in all things he might have
the preeminence. For it pleased the
Father that in him should all fulness
dwell; and, having made peace through
the blood of his cross, by him to
reconcile all things unto himself; by
him, I say, whether they be things in
earth, or things in heaven. The Review
and Herald, July 4, 1912

How are the keys to the kingdom of
heaven transmitted from one
generation to another? How is the office
and function of the apostles transmitted?

4

“The Pharisees had declared themselves
the children of Abraham. Jesus told
them that this claim could be established only by doing the works of
Abraham. The true children of Abraham would live, as he did, a life of
obedience to God. …
“This principle bears with equal weight
upon a question that has long agitated
the Christian world—the question of
apostolic succession. Descent from
Abraham was proved, not by name and
lineage, but by likeness of character. So
the apostolic succession rests not upon
the transmission of ecclesiastical
authority, but upon spiritual relationship. A life actuated by the apostles’
spirit, the belief and teaching of the
truth they taught, this is the true
evidence of apostolic succession. This is
what constitutes men the successors of
the first teachers of the gospel.” The
Desire of Ages, 466, 467

5

HISTORIC

Who did Peter refer to as the chief
shepherd over the flock and to
whom should we submit?

6

“The elders who are among you I
exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a
witness of the sufferings of Christ, and
also a partaker of the glory that will be
revealed: Shepherd the flock of God
which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly,
not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor
as being lords over those entrusted to
you, but being examples to the flock;
and when the Chief Shepherd appears,
you will receive the crown of glory that
does not fade away.” 1 Peter 5:1-4
Those who understand that Christ is
both the head of the church on earth
and the only true link to the kingdom
of heaven have a glorious future
before them.

LANDMARKS
OF ADVENTISM

in March
If you're a
LandMarks
subscriber,
mostly likely
you have the
March issue
in your
hands
already. If
you’re not a
subscriber,
you can access the magazine online at
www.stepstolife.org.
This issue brings us several very deep
spiritual insights. If only our eyes
could see, then we would know just
how much the angels are involved in
our daily lives and the things that
pertain to this world. Read the article
“Angels in the Judgment.”

Another deep spiritual insight will
bring us the story of Enoch. He lived
in a world that we can't imagine—
the Antediluvian world. It could as
well be another planet. Yet his
human story hits so close to home.
He walked with God, daily seeking
purity of heart and conformity to
His will. Read “Be an Enoch.”
Other articles of an exceptional
spiritual value are “Completeness of
Life in Jesus” and “Perfection.” Only
God is perfect, we say. Yet, we are
told that there is a standard of
perfection of character.
You can receive a complimentary
subscription of this spiritually
uplifting magazine.
Haven’t gotten a subscription yet?
Call us today to subscribe!

1-316-788-5559

Who is the head of the church?

“God has never given a hint in His
word that He has appointed any man to

Article by
Hilde Nunez
Contributing Editor
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Successful Camp Meeting in Nigeria
By Daniel Terence

B

y His grace, we at Daily Manna
Ministry were able to hold our
camp meeting at our new facility at
Apir settlement area near Makurdi,
from December 13 – 19, 2021. The camp
had an attendance of over 75 church
members, and about six visitors who
were with us for the last three days. The
theme was “Character Perfection in this
Degenerate Age.” Other topics studied
were Preparations for the Latter Rain,
Diet in the Sanctuary, Dangers of
Speculative Business, and Responsibilities of Church Members to the Ministers and their Spouses.
As part of the meeting, each evening
from 4:00 to 6:00, the attendees reached

out to the surrounding neighborhood to
share the gospel and invite them to
attend.
At the end of the meeting, there were
five baptismal candidates. We will
continue studying with them for
baptism at a later date.
A highlight of the meetings was our
study on steps to conversion, which
resulted in testimonies of appreciation
to the Lord for the messages received,
and pledges to make amends with their
fellow brothers.
Please pray for these souls who have
dedicated their lives to Christ anew.

Prophetic Truth for Zambia
The Great Controversy Arrives!

L

ast summer, we appealed for support to fund a shipment of
The Great Controversy to Zambia. Thanks to your generous
response, we were able to participate in an effort spearheaded by Jonathan Bennett of Advent Books in Great Britain to
share the expense of shipping a pallet of this enlightening book
so that our worker there, Henry Mwesa, could receive part of
the shipment. As a result, Henry has received 600 copies, which
he will distribute in Zambia, Malawi, and Mozambique.
Henry sent the accompanying photo with a simple message:
“The Great Controversy books, collected today. Will be shared
between three countries, Zambia, Malawi, and Mozambique.
Thank you.”
To support similar efforts to share the truth with the unreached, please mark your donations Bibles/SOP.
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New Worship Center in Central Nigeria

Completion Nears

New Worship Center in Nigeria

Y

our continuing support of our
workers in Nigeria has funded the
construction of an impressive
worship and medical missionary
training and treatment facility in
Central Nigeria.
Another article on the opposite page
mentions the initial camp meeting held
in the facility, for which an exciting
future lies ahead.
In a communication recently received
from Daniel Terence, the director of the
missionary/health center, he outlines the
work that has been accomplished so far
in the construction of the facility.

Meeting Room in Nigeria

We are so grateful to you at Steps to life and have much gratitude
to our Heavenly Father for using you to bless us abundantly so we
can help ourselves and people make it into the kingdom of glory.
Structurally all three blocks have been completed. The journey so
far is as follows:
Block 1 consists of three rooms—a hydrotherapy room and two

rooms for residential, each with a toilet and bathroom.

Block 2 also has three rooms—an office, two residential rooms for

training students, children in particular, all with toilet and
bathrooms.

Block 3 comprises a main hall that can seat nearly a hundred

persons, which we intend not only to use as training centre but for
worship as well, a domestic staff room for those who will assist
with the children and with cooking for the children and patients.
It also contains two storerooms—one for kitchen items like food
stuffs and the second for other supplies.

Just as inflation has become an issue in the Unites States, so it is in Nigeria.
For example, the initial budget called for bags of cement at N3500 each. The
price now is N5000 to N5500. (From approximately US$8.50 to US$12.00
per bag.)
Other construction materials have incurred similar increases.
To lend your support to this lighthouse of conservative Adventism, please
mark your donations Nigeria.
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Change Service Requested

Daniel & Revelation
Back after fifteen years out of print

These two volumes are an exhaustive commentary by E.G. White on the books
of Daniel and Revelation. This 2022 edition proceeds verse-by-verse, taken from
her published and unpublished sources, compiled and meticulously keyed to
Scripture. This set features the same content as the original edition.
*King James Version
*Large, easy to read 12pt. typeface
*Hard Cover
*Footnote references

To order, call:

$129.00

1-316-788-5559

If ordered before
May 31, 2022.
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Shipping and handling will be added to all orders.
Offer good while supplies last.

